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ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
Carson Howell, Analyst

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

Mission: Safeguard human health and quality of life by pro-

tecting and enhancing the environment

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND SERVICES
(Headings include funding in Governor’s Recommendations)

Water Quality - $10.8 million 
• Protects Utah streams, lakes, and surface water from

contamination

Air Quality - $10.8 million 
• Protects the public against particulate matter and

ozone in the outdoor air
• Enforces the Clean Air Act

Solid and Hazardous Waste - $7.6 million 
• Regulated 78,100 tons of hazardous waste generated

in Utah
• Collected 520,614 gallons of used oil for recycling
• Recycled 2.6 million tires

Environmental Response - $7.5 million 
• Cleaned up 98 leaking underground storage tanks
• Inspected 1,311 sites for contamination

Executive Director’s Office - $6.3 million 
• Oversees high-level nuclear waste opposition
• Maintains state primacy for implementing federal 

programs
• Coordinates department programs with local health

departments

Drinking Water - $4.2 million 
• Protects the public against waterborne health risks

and oversees the State's public drinking water sys-
tems

Radiation Control - $3.4 million 
• Monitors over 7,011 X-ray tubes licensed to hospi-

tals, dentists, and others

AGENCY BUDGET OVERVIEW
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(Total FY 2008 Operational Funding is $51,171,400)
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Protect people in Utah from pollutants and danger-
ous waste

• Provide funding for emergency response and
cleanup of hazardous materials by increasing the
Hazardous Substance Mitigation Fund with
$400,000 one-time restricted funds

• Provide funding for mercury assessment, of the
Great Salt Lake and five additional sites, in order to
identify and address sources of mercury pollution
with $66,500 one-time and $147,100 ongoing
General Fund

• Provide funding for the Division of Air Quality to
purchase new sampling equipment that will enable
the Department of Environmental Quality to better
prepare and plan for changes in air quality standards
imposed by the federal Environmental Protection
Agency with $1,600,000 one-time General Fund
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RECOMMENDATIONS: GOVERNOR’S GOALS AND INITIATIVES
(See itemized table for full list of recommendations)
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PROPOSED LEGISLATIVE INTENT LANGUAGE

FY 2008 Proposed Legislative Intent

• Any unexpended funds in the Operating Permits
Program are nonlapsing and authorized for use in
the Operating Permits Program in the following
fiscal year to reduce the fees charged.

• Any unexpended Groundwater Permit
Administration fees are nonlapsing and authorized
for use in the Groundwater Permit
Administration Program in the following fiscal
year to reduce the fees charged.
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