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HEALTH
Dan Schuring, Analyst

HEALTH

Mission: Protect the public's health by preventing avoidable ill-
ness, injury, disability and premature death; assuring access to
affordable, quality health care; promoting healthy lifestyles; and
monitoring health trends and events

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND SERVICES
(Headings include funding in Governor’s Recommendations)

Medicaid - $1.7 billion  
• Provided health care for 196,400 individuals
• Provided primary health care for 15,800 individuals

through the Primary Care Network

Community and Family Health - $107.6 million 
• Vaccinated 540,829 children and adults
• Expanded newborn screening from four genetic

conditions to 36 conditions
• Served 3,456 children through the Baby

Watch/Early Intervention program
• Provided tobacco cessation services for 12,125

smokers

Children's Health Insurance (CHIP) - $72.9 million 
• Provided health and dental care for 35,257 children 

Epidemiology and Lab Services - $18.6 million 
• Detected and investigated 2,648 communicable dis-

eases, including E. coli, influenza, and West Nile
Virus

• Investigated 80 disease outbreak clusters in FY 2006
• Enhanced capacity to rapidly detect and respond to

bio-terrorism events

Health Systems Improvement - $17.2 million 
• Conducted basic health and licensing inspections for

750 health care providers and 350 Medicare and
Medicaid providers 

• Implemented new programs to reduce the estimated
400 deaths per year due to medical errors in hospi-
tals

• Performed pre-admission and continued-stay
reviews for 4,700 Medicaid patients in nursing
homes and facilities for the mentally retarded or
mentally ill

Other services, such as local health departments and
bio-terrorism preparedness - $30.4 million 

AGENCY BUDGET OVERVIEW
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General Fund Other Funds

Maintain Utah's current Medicaid program
• Reverse a temporary adjustment to replace a loss of

federal funding in the Department of Human
Services with $19,149,000 ongoing General Fund 

• Replace one-time funding for certain adolescents
aging out of foster care with $450,000 ongoing
General Fund

• Fund Medicaid utilization and caseload growth with
$3,049,600 ongoing General Fund ($9,658,300
ongoing total funds)

• Account for an increase in the percentage of
Medicaid costs paid by the federal government by
reducing $10,135,900 ongoing General Fund 

• Restore Medicaid adult dental services with
$2,800,000 ongoing General Fund ($9,506,100
ongoing total funds)

• Restore Medicaid adult vision services with $250,400
ongoing General Fund ($850,000 ongoing total
funds)

Increase Medicaid provider rates
• Increase the reimbursement rates for Medicaid

providers with $13,041,100 ongoing General Fund
($40,154,700 ongoing total funds); one third of
these funds will be used for a 10.4 percent increase
in prescription drug prices

Address Other Department of Health issues
• Fund Baby Watch/Early Intervention caseload

growth and a provider increase with $2,280,600
ongoing General Fund

• Replace federal funding for the Utah Birth Defect
Network with $360,000 ongoing and $173,000 sup-
plemental General Fund

Governor's Initiative to Cover the Uninsured
• Improve access to the Children's Health Insurance

Program (CHIP) with $4,175,000 ongoing General
Fund ($21,447,000 ongoing total funds)

• Improve access to Medicaid to cover many of the
uninsured with $5,143,000 ongoing General Fund
($16,550,400 ongoing total funds)
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FY 2007 Proposed Legislative Intent

• If funds are available, the Division of
Epidemiology and Lab Services is authorized to
not lapse up to $200,000 for laboratory equipment.

FY 2008 Proposed Legislative Intent

• Civil money penalties collected for child care
provider violations are nonlapsing.

• Civil money penalties collected for health care
provider violations are nonlapsing.

PROPOSED LEGISLATIVE INTENT LANGUAGE

• Fees collected for plan reviews by the Bureau of
Health Facility Licensure, Certification and
Resident Assessment are nonlapsing.

• Funds for the Primary Care Grants Program are
nonlapsing.

• Funds for alcohol, tobacco, and other drug pre-
vention, reduction, cessation, and control pro-
grams are nonlapsing.
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