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NATURAL RESOURCES
Kim Rodela, Analyst

NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCIES INCLUDE:
• Department of Natural Resources 
• Department of Agriculture and Food 
• State and Institutional Trust Lands Administration 
• Utah State Fair Corporation 
• Public Lands Policy Coordinating Office 

Mission: Conserve, protect, and develop Utah’s natural
resources and agriculture, and effectively manage school and insti-
tutional trust lands

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND SERVICES
(Headings include funding in Governor’s Recommendations)

Wildlife Resources (DWR) - $53 million
• Produced and stocked 8,775,438 fish totaling

822,300 pounds in state fish hatcheries
• Worked with Utah Partners for Conservation and

Development to restore 122,405 acres of shrub-
steppe habitat 

Parks and Recreation (Parks) - $31.9 million 
• Taught 5,443 off-highway vehicle (OHV) rider

courses on safe and ethical riding practices
• Performed 320 miles of trail maintenance and pro-

vided funding and support for over 1,000 miles of
trail maintenance work done by federal partners

Forestry, Fire, and State Lands (FFSL) - $18.5 million 
• Granted more than $46,000 to Utah communities

for urban forestry projects, which participating
communities matched with more than $142,000

• Responded to 720 fires that burned more than
275,000 acres

Oil, Gas, and Mining (OGM) - $8.9 million 
• Approved 2,002 applications for permit to drill, an

increase of more than 34 percent over the prior year
• Sealed 241 dangerous mine openings through the

Abandoned Mine Reclamation Program

Agriculture and Food (Agriculture) - $25 million 
• Loaned $3.7 million in 70 agricultural loans, affect-

ing conservation on 8,673 acres 
• Successfully controlled crickets and grasshoppers on

more than 100,000 acres of Utah farmland

State Trust Lands Administration (SITLA) - $9.3 million 
• Increased gross revenues 49.2 percent over FY 2005

to $162 million in FY 2006
•  Increased the value of total assets by 16 percent for

a total of $807.7 million in FY 2006

Utah State Fair Corporation (Fairpark) - $3.9 million 
• Increased attendance at the 2006 fair 3.0 percent

over the prior year, for a total of 275,257 attendees
• Increased non-fair events 3.3 percent over the prior

year

AGENCY BUDGET OVERVIEW
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Other Funds
General Fund

Increase visitation to Utah State Parks
• Address statewide park maintenance needs with

$300,000 ongoing General Fund and $320,000
ongoing restricted funds

• Enable renovation and development of Utah State
Parks with $2,700,000 one-time General Fund

• Increase funding for the development of non-
motorized trails in partnership with local communi-
ties with $250,000 ongoing General Fund

Continue improving rangeland and watersheds 
• Improve forage, hunting, water yield, water quality,

forest health, and fisheries with $1,000,000 ongoing
and $1,000,000 one-time General Fund

• Provide incentives to the grazing industry to
improve grazing lands and management with
$1,000,000 ongoing and $1,000,000 one-time
General Fund

Expand monitoring of water resources
• Continue Division of Water Rights groundwater

studies, concentrating on Utah and Nevada border
water issues with $355,000 supplemental General
Fund 

• Increase distribution automation of river systems with
$115,000 ongoing General Fund to Water Rights

Protect Utah’s natural resources
• Improve watershed health and contain fire suppression

costs by mitigating the spread of cheatgrass through
revegetation and reseeding with $1,000,000 one-time
General Fund

• Increase funding for the Urban & Community
Forestry Program to provide technical assistance
and promote the benefits of trees with $125,000
ongoing restricted funds

Increase revenue generation of school trust lands
• Increase solid mineral revenue by funding one solid

mineral coordinator with $78,000 ongoing restricted
funds

• Improve rangeland through reseeding, fencing,
water development, and brush control with $70,000
ongoing restricted funds

Continue to prevent and fight forest fires
• Pay for last year’s fire costs that exceeded budgets with

$8,225,000 supplemental General Fund 

Other
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Watershed / Habitat Initiative
Matching Money Obtained for Projects in FY 2007
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* Currently 25 sites are completed with 80 sites estimated to be automated at the end
of FY 2007.

DNR leveraged the FY 2007 appropriation of $2.6 million to $11.6 million through
public and private partnerships.
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FY 2007 Proposed Legislative Intent

Natural Resources

• If funds are available, DNR Administration is
authorized to not lapse up to $200,000 at the end
of FY 2007. These funds are to be used for com-
puter equipment and software, employee training
and incentives, equipment and supplies, and special
projects and studies.

• If funds are available, OGM is authorized to not
lapse up to $100,000 at the end of FY 2007.
These funds are to be used for computer equip-
ment and software, employee training and incen-
tives, and equipment and supplies.

• If funds are available, Parks is authorized to not
lapse up to $155,000 at the end of FY 2007.
These funds are to be used for computer equip-
ment and software, employee training and incen-
tives, equipment and supplies, and special projects
and studies.

• If funds are available, Water Resources is author-
ized to not lapse up to $150,000 at the end of
FY 2007. These funds are to be used for comput-
er equipment and software, employee training and
incentives, equipment and supplies, printing and
binding, and special projects and studies.

• If funds are available, Water Rights is authorized to
not lapse up to $150,000 at the end of FY 2007.
These funds are to be used for computer equip-
ment and software, employee training and incen-
tives, and special projects and studies.

• Funds appropriated to the Cooperative Water
Conservation Program are nonlapsing.

PROPOSED LEGISLATIVE INTENT LANGUAGE

Agriculture

• If funds are available, Agriculture is authorized to
not lapse up to $850,000 at the end of FY 2007.
These funds are to be used for capital equipment
and improvements, computer equipment and soft-
ware, employee training and incentives, equipment
and supplies, special projects and studies, and
vehicles.

• Funds collected for registration under the Utah
Wholesome Food Act and Weights & Measures Act are
nonlapsing.

• Funds in the Utah’s Own program are nonlapsing

FY 2008 Proposed Legislative Intent

Natural Resources

• Up to $100,000 of the DWR budget may be used
on cougar and bear depredation. Half of these
funds will be from the General Fund Restricted -
Wildlife Resources Account and half from
General Fund.

• The ongoing funding for the Bear Lake
Commission is to be expended only as a one-to-
one match with funds from the State of Idaho.

• Appropriations to the Minerals Regulatory pro-
gram are nonlapsing.

• Up to $500,000 of the DWR budget may be used
for big-game depredation expense. Half of these
funds will be from the General Fund Restricted -
Wildlife Resources Account and half from
General Fund. These funds are nonlapsing.

• Park's capital budget is nonlapsing.
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• Cooperative Water Conservation program funds
are nonlapsing.

• Funds appropriated to the Division of Water
Rights are nonlapsing.

• Mineral Lease funds are nonlapsing.

• The General Fund Restricted - Wildlife Habitat
Account funds are nonlapsing.

• Contributed Research funds are nonlapsing.

• Cooperative Environmental Studies funds are non-
lapsing.

• DWR capital budget funds are nonlapsing.

• The General Fund Restricted - Sovereign Land
Management Account funds in FFSL is nonlaps-
ing.

Agriculture and Food

• Collections for the Ag Tag license plate are non-
lapsing.

• Funds in the Resource Conservation Program are
nonlapsing.

• The Soil Conservation Districts will submit annual
reports documenting supervisory expenses to the
Office of the Legislative Fiscal Analyst, the
Governor's Office of Planning and Budget, and
the Soil Conservation Commission. These docu-
ments will be reviewed and reported to the
Governor and the Legislature.

• The Auction Market Veterinarian funds are non-
lapsing.

• Funds collected for registration under the Utah
Wholesome Food Act and Weights & Measures Act are
nonlapsing.

• Funds in the Utah’s Own program are nonlapsing

• Funds for the division of Predatory Animal
Control are nonlapsing.

• Funds for grants to charitable organizations speci-
fied under Section 57-18-3, UCA or held by
Agriculture, will be used for purchase of conser-
vation easements for agricultural protection.
These funds are nonlapsing.

• Funds for the Grain Inspection program are non-
lapsing.

• Funds collected in the Organic Certification pro-
gram are nonlapsing.

• Funds for the Agricultural Inspection program are
nonlapsing.

• Funding approved for Soil Conservation District
elections is nonlapsing and will be spent only dur-
ing even-numbered years when elections take
place.

Utah State Fair

• Funds for the Utah State Fair Corporation are
nonlapsing.

Public Lands Policy Coordinating Office

• Funds provided to Public Lands are nonlapsing.
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INTERNAL SERVICE FUNDS

DNR includes two internal service funds (ISF) that
provide products and services to the department and
other state agencies on a cost-reimbursement basis.
They are set up to account for the cost of certain gov-
ernmental services and to avoid duplication of effort
among agencies, thus providing savings statewide.

Estimated FTE Capital Outlay
ISF Description Revenue Recommended Recommended

Motor Pool (a) $0 0.0 $0
Warehouse 810,000 2.0 0

For FY 2008 the Governor recommends consoli-
dating the Motor Pool internal service fund agency
into the Division of Fleet Operations, an internal
fund within the Department of Administrative
Services. The Governor also recommends the rate
changes approved by the ISF rate committee as well as
full-time equivalents (FTEs) and capital outlay authori-
zations for DNR ISF agencies as indicated on the
accompanying table.

(a) Will be consolidated into the Division of Fleet Operations, an internal fund within the Department of Administrative
Services.
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