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AGENCY BUDGET OVERVIEW

Budget Recommendations - Public Education

PUBLIC EDUCATION
Mike Kjar, Analyst

PUBLIC EDUCATION AGENCIES INCLUDE:
• Utah State Office of Education
• Utah State Office of Rehabilitation
• Utah Schools for the Deaf and the Blind
• Minimum School Program

Mission: Provide opportunities for each student to be literate
and to possess the basic knowledge and life skills necessary to
become a contributing citizen 

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS, SERVICES AND GOALS
(Headings include funding in Governor’s Recommendations)

Minimum School Program - $2.9 billion
• Provide a significant contribution to the Public

Education system that will enhance student achieve-
ment; institute full-day kindergarten; reduce student
to teaching adult ratios; enhance professional excel-
lence (ProExcel); assist quality teaching with tech-
nology; and encourage math and science excellence
in selective Utah Science Technology and Research
(USTAR) high schools 

State Office of Education - $273.5 million  
• Acts as the fiduciary agent in disbursing $228 mil-

lion federal funding to local school districts
• Reviews and sets curriculum guidelines for all public

education students
• Produces individual student profile reports that

show all state assessments of students 

Child Nutrition Programs - $129.3 million
• Provides leadership, technical assistance, and practi-

cal advice for implementing and administering the
school lunch and breakfast programs 

Utah State Office of Rehabilitation - $57.8 million
• Placed 3,109 individuals with disabilities into

employment with a 500 percent increase in the
weekly earnings after vocational rehabilitation serv-
ices

• The Division of Disability Determination Services
adjudicated 17,655 cases to determine eligibility for
Social Security Disability Insurance or Supplemental
Security Income for the Social Security
Administration with a 95 percent accuracy rate

Utah Schools for the Deaf and the Blind - $28.7 million
• Provides educational and life services to 1,882 stu-

dents in various settings across the State
• Produces over 35,849 pages of Braille and 14,626

pages of large print documents and textbooks to
assist students across the State
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Other Funds
General and Education Fund

Governor's Education Initiative to enhance student
achievement

• Begin phase-in of voluntary full-day kindergarten
for at-risk students with $7,500,000 ongoing
Uniform School Fund (USF)

• Launch STAR 20 (Student to Teaching Adult Ratio)
to establish a twenty student classroom learning
environment in K-3rd grade with $28,738,800 ongo-
ing USF

• Begin the ProExcel program providing for differen-
tiated career paths to attract, train, evaluate, com-
pensate, and retain quality educators with
$21,976,800 ongoing USF 

• Provide a one-time teacher bonus with $25,000,000
one-time USF 

• Assist advanced math preparation in four USTAR
high schools with $2,500,000 ongoing USF

• Improve reading skills through the Reading
Readiness programs with $3,000,000 ongoing USF;
and provide English Language Learners (ELL)
remediation with $6,686,900 ongoing USF

• Enhance school libraries and media centers with
$2,000,000 ongoing and $2,000,000 one-time USF

• Facilitate foreign student educational opportunities
with $800,000 supplemental USF

Enhance the use of technology in schools
• Provide quality teaching technology support with

$10,000,000 ongoing and $10,000,000 one-time USF
• Support the Utah Performance Assessment System

(U-PASS) online testing program with $10,000,000
one-time USF

Utah State Office of Education
• Add 5.5 full-time equivalents (FTEs) to monitor

education activities with $747,400 ongoing USF
• Assist district use of U-PASS data to improve stu-

dent achievement with $3,456,900 ongoing USF

Maintain services for the physically challenged 
• Provide six additional staff support for the Division

of Rehabilitation with $578,000 ongoing USF
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RECOMMENDATIONS: GOVERNOR’S GOALS AND INITIATIVES
(See itemized table for full list of recommendations)
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• Provide Schools for the Deaf and the Blind step
and lane increases with $191,600 supplemental and
$191,600 ongoing USF

• Fund a 2.9 percent increase in projected students
for a total 540,940 K-12 enrollment with
$61,773,400 ongoing USF
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RECOMMENDATIONS: GOVERNOR’S GOALS AND INITIATIVES
(See itemized table for full list of recommendations)

Estimated FTE Capital Outlay
ISF Description Revenue Recommended Recommended

General Services $876,700 8.0 $22,000

INTERNAL SERVICE FUNDS

Public Education includes a general services inter-
nal service fund (ISF) that provides printing services to
the divisions within the department on a cost-reim-
bursement basis. For FY 2008 the Governor recom-
mends FTEs and capital outlay authorizations for the
Public Education ISF as indicated on the following
table.
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