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ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
Carson Howell, Analyst

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

Mission: Safeguard human health and quality of life by pro-
tecting and enhancing the environment

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND SERVICES
(Headings include funding in Governor’s recommendations)

Air Quality - $11.8 million 
• Protects the public against particulate matter and

ozone in the outdoor air
• Enforces the Clean Air Act

Water Quality - $11.8 million 
• Protects Utah streams, lakes, and surface water from

contamination

Solid and Hazardous Waste - $8.2 million  
• Regulated 78,100 tons of hazardous waste generated

in Utah
• Collected 520,614 gallons of used oil from non-

commercial sources
• Recycled 2.6 million tires

Environmental Response - $7.8 million 
• Cleaned up 100 leaking underground storage tanks
• Inspected 1,173 sites for contamination

Executive Director’s Office - $6.1 million 
• Maintains state primacy for implementing federal

programs
• Coordinates department programs with local health

departments

Drinking Water - $4.6 million 
• Protects the public against waterborne health risks

and oversees the State's public drinking water sys-
tems

Radiation Control - $3.6 million 
• Monitored 7,282 X-ray tubes licensed to hospitals,

dentists, and others

AGENCY BUDGET OVERVIEW

Air Quality
23%

Water Quality
22%

Solid and 
Hazardous Waste

15%

Environmental 
Response/

Remediation
14%

Executive Director's 
Office
11%

Drinking Water
8%

Radiation
7%

Where Will My Taxes and Fees 
Go for Environmental Quality?

(Total FY 2009 Operational Funding is $53,967,800)
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Financing of Environmental Quality

(Based on FY 2009 Recommendations)

Budget Recommendations - Environmental Quality
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Other Funds
General Fund

Protect people in Utah from pollutants and danger-
ous waste
• Support operations of the Division of Air Quality

with $2,500,000 ongoing General Fund
• Provide funding to the Division of Water Quality

for mercury assessment in order to identify and
address sources of mercury pollution with $62,000
ongoing General Fund

• Provide funding for the Division of Air Quality to
purchase new mercury monitoring equipment in
order to track and monitor airborne mercury with
$19,500 ongoing and $100,000 one-time General
Fund
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Days Utah Would Have Been in Violation of
New PM 2.5 Air Quality Standards

RECOMMENDATIONS: GOVERNOR’S GOALS AND INITIATIVES
(See itemized table for full list of recommendations)
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Note:  PM 2.5 is particulate matter of 2.5 microns.  During these three years, Utah
was never in violation of the current PM 10 air quality standards.
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Budget Recommendations - Environmental Quality

PROPOSED LEGISLATIVE INTENT LANGUAGE

FY 2009 Proposed Legislative Intent

• Funds in the Operating Permits Program are non-
lapsing and authorized for use in the Operating
Permits Program to reduce the fees charged.

• Groundwater Permit Administration fees are non-
lapsing and authorized for use in the Groundwater
Permit Administration Program to reduce the fees
charged.
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