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COURTS 
David H. Walsh, Analyst 

AGENCY BUDGET OVERVIEW 

COURTS 
 
 Supreme Court 
 Court of Appeals 
 District Courts 
 Juvenile Courts 
 Administrative Office of the Courts 
 Guardian ad Litem 
 
 Mission:  Provide the people an open, fair, efficient, and       
independent system for the advancement of justice under the law. 

Financing of Courts 
(Based on FY 2011 Recommendations) 

Where Will My Taxes and Fees 
Go for Courts? 

(Total FY 2011 Operational Funding is $132,284,200) 

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND SERVICES 
(Headings include funding in Governor’s recommendations) 
 
District Courts – $42 million 
 Managed 325,454 cases, including 40,081 criminal 

cases 
 
Juvenile Courts - $36 million 
 Processed 47,191 juvenile court referrals 
 Handled 3,532 dependency, neglect, and abuse  

referrals 
 Presented the second annual Juvenile Court Report 

Card stating annual court performance data  
 
Contracts and Leases - $19.8 million 
 Funded 54 lease facilities and courthouses  
  
Appellate Courts - $6.4 million  
 Filed 593 cases in the Supreme Court 
 Filed 871 cases in the Court of Appeals 
 
Guardian ad Litem - $5.9 million  
 Represented 13,676 Utah children for whom there 

are allegations of abuse or neglect, or when       
dependency of a minor is an issue  

 
Juror/Witness/Interpreter Fee – $2.1 million 
 Provided interpreters for more than 17,000 hours 

of court proceedings in 2008 
 Offered a skill-building course to increase the   

passing rate of Utahns seeking national certification  
for Spanish interpretation to 30 percent, twice the 
national average 
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Judicial Council – State Court  
 Fund justice court technology with $100,000 

ongoing restricted funds and $100,000     
supplemental restricted funds 

 Increase access to the online Court Assistance 
Program by adding $50,000 one-time        
restricted funds 

 
Juror/Witness/Interpreter  
 
 Provide for increased Juror/Witness/

Interpreter Program costs with $804,200  
supplemental General Fund 

RECOMMENDATIONS: GOVERNOR’S GOALS AND INITIATIVES 
(See itemized table for full list of recommendations) 
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FY 2011 
 
  
 Funds for the Judicial Council/State Court    

Administrator, Contracts and Leases, Juror/
Witness/Interpreter, Grand Jury, and Guardian 
ad Litem are nonlapsing.  

 

FY 2010  
 
 
 Funds for the Judicial Council/State Court    

Administrator, Contracts and Leases, Juror/
Witness/Interpreter, Grand Jury, and Guardian 
ad Litem are nonlapsing.  

PROPOSED LEGISLATIVE INTENT LANGUAGE 
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