
PUBLIC EDUCATION AGENCIES INCLUDE: 
 
 Minimum School Program 
 Utah State Office of Education 
 Utah Schools for the Deaf and the Blind 
 
 
Mission: Assure Utah the best-educated citizenry in the world 
and each individual the training to succeed in a global society, by 
providing students with learning and occupational skills, character 
development, literacy, and basic knowledge through a responsive 
educational system that guarantees local school communities 
autonomy, flexibility, and client choice, while holding them            
accountable for results. 

Where Will My Taxes and Fees  
Go for Public Education? 

(Total FY 2012 Operational Funding is $3,419,376,500) 

PUBLIC EDUCATION 
R. Michael Kjar, Analyst 

AGENCY BUDGET OVERVIEW 

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND SERVICES 
(Headings include funding in Governor’s recommendations) 
 
Minimum School Program - $3.0 billion  
Utah graduation rate - 88 percent 
Achievement results: 
 SAT scores increased - Reading (9 points), Writing 

(7 points), Math (1 point) 
 24,824 students - or 71 percent - sat for the ACT 
 Advanced Placement (AP) test - 67 percent pass 

rate versus a national rate of 58 percent 
Criterion-Referenced Tests proficiency rates: 
 English/Language Arts - 79.3 percent 
 Mathematics - 66.3 percent 
 Science - 65.8 percent 

Utah Basic Skills Competency Test results:  
 Overall pass rate - 78.6 percent 
 Reading - 89.8 percent 
 Mathematics - 88.2  percent 
 Writing - 84.4 percent 

Optional Extended-Day Kindergarten (OEK) 
participation: 
 18 percent of kindergarten students 
 64 percent - free and reduced lunch qualified 
 31 percent - English as a second language 
 12 percent - students with disabilities 
 43 percent - race/ethnicity other than white 
 54 percentage points average gain for OEK 

students compared to 36 percent for non-OEK 
students 

 
State Office of Education - $258.1 million 
 Disbursed $226.2 million federal funding to local 

school districts 
 Produced individual student profile reports showing 

state assessments of students  
 
Child Nutrition Programs - $136.1 million 
 Provided leadership, assistance, and advice for 

implementing child nutrition programs  
 
Utah Schools for the Deaf and the Blind - $29 million 
 Coordinated with families and districts to provide a 

full range of services in core curriculum, including 
assistive technology as well as language acquisition 

Financing of Public Education Agencies 
 (Based on FY 2012 Recommendations) 
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RECOMMENDATIONS: GOVERNOR’S GOALS AND INITIATIVES 
(See itemized table for full list of recommendations) 

M
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n
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Governor’s Education Excellence Commission 
Recommendation 
 Continue optional extended-day kindergarten 

programs with $7,500,000 one-time Education 
Fund  

 Implement learning outcomes of K-12 
Common Core Standards with $2,000,000 one-
time Education Fund 

 Provide enhanced assessments and reporting in 
3rd grade reading and 6th grade mathematics 
with $2,500,000 one-time Education Fund  

 Expand pilot assessment project with 
$1,000,000 one-time Education Fund 

 
Governor's Initiatives to Enhance Education  
 Fund 14,754 new students at weighted pupil 

unit value of $2,577, supplement estimated 
student population of 591,089 with $50,000,000 
ongoing Education Fund 

 Fund charter school local replacement with 
$10,384,100 ongoing Education Fund 

 Support to and from school transportation with 
$6,300,000 nonlapsing balance 

 Support Beverley Taylor Sorenson arts program 
with $4,000,000 nonlapsing balance 

 Fund voted and board leeway state contribution 
with $3,356,300 ongoing Education Fund 
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General/Education Fund and Other Funds  
in Public Education 

Utah Charter School Enrollment  
by School Year 
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PROPOSED LEGISLATIVE INTENT LANGUAGE 
 

FY 2011 
 
Public Education Utah State Board of Education 
- Minimum School Program 
 
 Funds of $100,704,000, of which $50,000,000 are 

to be used to offset the budget deficit in the 
Education Fund in FY 2011 and $700,000 for 
Utah Schools of the Deaf and the Blind to cover 
receivables owed by school districts for current 
year’s educational services, are appropriated from 
the federal Education Jobs Fund.   
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