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COURTS

David Walsh, Analyst

AGENCY BUDGET OVERVIEW

COURTS
® Supreme Court
e Court of Appeals
e District Coutt
* Juvenile Court
e Administrative Office of the Courts
e Guardian ad Litem

Mission: Provide the people an open, fair, ¢fficient, and inde-
pendent system for the advancement of justice under the law

Where Will My Taxes and Fees

Go for Courts?
(Total FY 2008 Operational Funding is $131,196,700)
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MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND SERVICES
(Headings list appropriated FY 2008 funding)

District Court - $43.6 million
* Manages 235,470 cases, including 41,605 criminal
cases

Juvenile Court - $34.7 million
* Receives 45,329 juvenile court referrals
* Receives 3,929 dependency, neglect, and abuse
referrals
* Started operation of the new juvenile justice infor-
mation system

Contracts and Leases - $22 million
* Provides funding for 49 lease facilities and
courthouses

Appellate Courts - $5.7 million
* Files 670 cases in the Supreme Court
* Files 974 cases in the Court of Appeals

Guardian ad Litem (GAL) - $5.5 million
* Manages 5,284 open cases for children for whom
there are allegations of abuse or neglect, or when
dependency of a minor is an issue

Juror Witness/Interpreter Fee - $1.6 million

* Provided interpreters in nearly 5,500 proceedings in
calendar year 2006 to meet constitutional and statu-
tory mandates

* Offered national certification testing for prospec-
tive Spanish interpreters (provision of a skills-
building course boosted the passing rate for this
rigorous exam to 30 percent from the typical Utah
and national average of about 15 percent)
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BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS BY AGENCY
(See itemized table for full list of appropriations)

Judiciary

* Reduce workload in the Third District Juvenile
Court (Salt Lake, Tooele, and Summit) by adding
one new judge with $192,800 ongoing General
Fund

* Fund the provisions of the Drug Offenders Reform
Aect (DORA) with $56,700 ongoing General Fund

* Provide a 10 percent salary increase for all judges in
the Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, District
Court, and Juvenile Court with $1,567,000 ongoing
General Fund

¢ Increase contracts for bailiff services in District
Court with $500,000 ongoing restricted funds

* Add three new law clerks assigned to district court
judges with $243,900 ongoing General Fund

* Add clerical support for drug courts to serve addi-
tional individuals with $130,000 ongoing and
$130,000 one-time General Fund

Guardian ad Litem
* Reduce the caseload assigned to each Guardian ad
Litem by funding new attorney and support staff
positions with $814,900 ongoing and $75,100 one-
time General Fund
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LEGISLATIVE INTENT STATEMENTS

Legislative Intent Statements

House Bill 150

FY 2008, Item

20-24

Funds for Judicial Council/State Court
Administrator, Grand Jury, Contracts and
Leases, Jury/Witness/Interpreter, and GAL
are nonlapsing,

Senate Bill 3

FY 2008, Item

32

74

The first $162,000 of the Alternative Dispute
Resolution Restricted Fund provided by line
item 227 of House Bill 1, State Agency and
Higher Education Base Budget Appropriations
(Bigelow), of the 2007 General Session shall
be used for dispute resolution. If money is
available in the account, the additional
$140,000 appropriated in this item should be
used to hire two child welfare mediators in
FY 2008.

Senate Bill 228

FY 2008, Item

14

The salary for a district court judge will be
set at $125,850. Other judicial salaries will
be calculated in accordance with the statuto-
ry formula and rounded to the nearest $50.
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Table 17
COURTS

Operating Budget by Funding Source
Three-Year Comparison

Est.
General Federal Dedicated Restricted/ Other Total Posi-
Fund Funds Credits  Trust Funds Funds Funds tions
Judicial Council/State Court Administration
Actual FY 2006 $77,123,400 $170,300 $1,172,500  $7,298,800  ($344,700) $85,420,300 --
Authorized FY 2007 82,725,500 325,800 1,349,700 7,581,300 2,370,200 94,352,500 1,195.8
Appropriated FY 2008 89,605,600 333,400 1,391,400 8,377,900  2,415500 102,123,800 1,206.7
Contracts/Leases
Actual FY 2006 15,970,800 0 273,000 4,700,000 (261,100) 20,682,700 --
Authorized FY 2007 16,557,400 0 210,000 4,700,000 159,400 21,626,800 7.4
Appropriated FY 2008 17,063,600 0 250,000 4,700,000 0 22,013,600 7.4
Guardian ad Litem
Actual FY 2006 3,285,300 0 10,600 748,600 (19,800) 4,024,700 --
Authorized FY 2007 3,530,800 0 20,000 772,700 42,800 4,366,300 56.1
Appropriated FY 2008 4,638,800 0 20,000 793,000 0 5,451,800 66.1
Grand Jury
Actual FY 2006 800 0 0 0 0 800 --
Authorized FY 2007 800 0 0 0 0 800 0.0
Appropriated FY 2008 800 0 0 0 0 800 0.0
Juror/Witness/Interpreter Fees
Actual FY 2006 1,652,600 0 9,700 0 (44,800) 1,617,500 --
Authorized FY 2007 1,525,000 0 5,000 0 76,700 1,606,700 0.0
Appropriated FY 2008 1,524,900 0 5,000 0 76,800 1,606,700 0.0
TOTAL OPERATIONS BUDGET
Actual FY 2006 $98,032,900 $170,300 $1,465,800 $12,747,400  ($670,400) $111,746,000 --
Authorized FY 2007 104,339,500 325,800 1,584,700 13,054,000 2,649,100 121,953,100 1,259.3

Appropriated FY 2008 112,833,700 333,400 1,666,400 13,870,900 2,492,300 131,196,700 1,280.2
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