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TRANSPORTATION
Carson Howell, Analyst

TRANSPORTATION

Mission: Build and maintain the State’s transportation system,
plan and implement new highway projects, improve pavement con-
ditions on existing roads, and assure highway safety through
appropriate design and maintenance

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND SERVICES
(Headings list appropriated FY 2009 funding)

Maintain the current road system
• Maintains, repairs, and operates the state highway

system consisting of about 6,000 miles of highway
• Manages the state highway system that serves

approximately 70 percent of all vehicle miles trav-
eled in Utah

• Preserves the highway system by applying treat-
ments and other technologies to the pavement,
extending its lifetime  

• Preserves bridges through routine inspections, seal-
ing treatments, and deck pavement projects

• Maintains highways by plowing snow, maintaining
drainage, improving roadway markings
(striping/signs), pothole patching, and guardrail
repair

Improve the highway system
• Maximizes traffic efficiency through intelligent

transportation systems that include the Traffic
Operations Center, cameras along the roadways,
congestion detectors in the highways, weather sen-
sors, and ramp meters at freeway interchanges

• Provides traveler information through the 511 sys-
tem, a free travel information phone number that
offers statewide updates on traffic, winter road
conditions, and public transit

• Operates incident management teams that patrol
Utah's roadways offering help to motorists in dis-
tress and aiding the highway patrol by managing
traffic when accidents occur 

Increase highway safety
• Improves roadway safety through public awareness

campaigns, improved design, high-visibility signs,
rumble strips, new paint striping technologies,
intersection improvements, and maintenance safety
activities

Expand highway capacity
• Build the Legacy Parkway project to manage traffic

between Davis and Salt Lake counties

AGENCY BUDGET OVERVIEW

Highway Construction
58%

B & C Road Account
12%

Highway Maintenance
12%

Administration and 
Other Operations

12%

Other Capital
6%

Where Will My Taxes and Fees Go for 
Transportation?

(Total Appropriated FY 2009 Funding is $1,110,368,300)

General Fund and 
Restricted Sales 

Tax
34%

Federal Funds
18%

Other Funds
7%

Transportation 
Fund
41%

Financing of Transportation

(Based on FY 2009 Appropriations*)

*Includes funding for capital projects 

*Includes funding for capital projects

Operating and Capital Budgets - Transportation
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BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS
(See itemized table for full list of appropriations)
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General Fund and Restricted Sales Tax Transportation Fund Other Funds

Supply Safe and Efficient Air Transportation
• Purchase new radar for the Provo area to provide

safer air transportation with $1,000,000 one-time
General Fund 

• Upgrade the Logan airport with $250,000 one-time
General Fund

Maintain Roadway Conditions at Quality Levels  
• Increase maintenance funding to offset rising fuel

and material costs with $2,000,000 ongoing
Transportation Fund

• Perform routine maintenance activities and snow
removal on 430 additional lane miles that will be
added to the state system during FY 2009 with
$2,348,400 ongoing Transportation Fund 

• Enhance maintenance efficiency by constructing a
maintenance complex in Hurricane using
$4,506,000 one-time Transportation Fund

• Address the shortfall in the snow removal budget
with $8,000,000 supplemental Transportation Fund

Address Capacity and Safety Conditions   
• Reduce congestion and improve safety for the driv-

ing public with $10,731,600 ongoing restricted
funds due to changes in sales tax   

• Perform a transportation study for the area includ-
ing Utah Lake with $1,750,000 one-time General
Fund

• Address specific transportation needs at I-215 West
and 3500 South with $3,000,000 one-time General
Fund

• Maintain Seep Ridge Road with $2,000,000 one-
time General Fund
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LEGISLATIVE INTENT STATEMENTS

Legislative Intent Statements

House Bill 2

FY 2009, Item

156 All collections or cash income from the sale
or salvage of land and buildings are to be
lapsed to the Transportation Fund.

Any surplus in the Transportation Fund not
otherwise appropriated may be used by the
department for the construction, rehabilita-
tion, and preservation of state highways in
Utah. The appropriation shall fund: first, a
maximum participation with the federal
government for the construction of federal-
ly designated highways as provided by law;
and last, the construction of state highways
as funding permits.

The number of full-time equivalents (FTEs)
for field crews may be adjusted to accom-
modate the increase or decrease in the con-
struction program. No portion of the
money appropriated by this item shall be
used either directly or indirectly to enhance
or increase appropriations made to the
department for other purposes.

157 Any surplus in the Transportation Fund not
otherwise appropriated may be used by the
department for the construction, rehabilita-
tion, and preservation of state highways in
Utah. The appropriation shall fund: first, a
maximum participation with the federal
government for the construction of federal-
ly designated highways as provided by law;
and last, the construction of state highways
as funding permits.

161 Funds appropriated from the
Transportation Fund for pedestrian safety
projects shall be used specifically to correct

pedestrian hazards on state highways. Local
authorities shall be encouraged to participate
in the construction of pedestrian safety
devices.

Funds appropriated for sidewalk construc-
tion are nonlapsing.

Local participation in the Sidewalk
Construction Program shall be 75 percent
state and 25 percent local match. If local
governments cannot use their allocation of
sidewalk safety funds in two years, those
funds will be available for other governmen-
tal entities which are prepared to use the
resources.

162 Funds appropriated from the Federal
Mineral Lease Account are nonlapsing and
shall be used for improvement or recon-
struction of highways that have been heavily
impacted by energy development.

Private industries engaged in developing the
State's natural resources shall be encouraged
to participate in the construction of high-
ways leading to their facilities.

House Bill 3

FY 2009, Item 

139 Funds of $5,000,000 from the base budget
shall be used for a project to address conges-
tion generated by traffic from Hill Air Force
Base at the Clearfield and Roy Interchanges
on I-15. The improvements shall include
moving Base gates eastward, away from the
interstate, and improving roadways into the
Base.

Funds of $1,000,000 from the base budget
shall be used for a project to study the con-
struction of a raised highway traversing Utah
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Lake, including evaluating: transportation
alternatives, potential environmental impacts,
preliminary structure design options, and
alignment and location options.

Senate Bill 3

FY 2008, Item

70 Support Services is authorized to not lapse
up to $200,000 for software development.

71 Engineering Services is authorized to not
lapse up to $200,000 for engineering 
services.

Funds for East-West Corridors
Transportation Study are nonlapsing.

Engineering Services is authorized to not
lapse up to $500,000 for the Utah State
transportation research program.

72 Maintenance Management is authorized to
not lapse up to $1,500,000 for highway
maintenance.

73 Funds for the corridor preservation match
portion for local governments are nonlaps-
ing. The match portion for local govern-

ments is intended to match funds expended
on current and future state roads and is
available for a two-year period from the
date the local option transportation corridor
preservation fee was initially imposed. Any
unexpended local matching funds revert to
the Transportation Corridor Preservation
Revolving Loan Fund.

Of the $100,000,000 one-time appropria-
tion from the General Fund, $30,000,000 is
to be used for corridor preservation with
$16,000,000 placed in the Transportation
Corridor Preservation Revolving Loan
Fund and the remaining $14,000,000 is non-
lapsing and is to be used as a match for
local governments and expended only on
current and future state roads. The match
portion for local governments is available
for a two-year period from the date the
local option transportation corridor preser-
vation fee was initially imposed. Any unex-
pended local matching funds revert to the
Transportation Corridor Preservation
Revolving Loan Fund.

74 Region Management is authorized to not
lapse up to $200,000.
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Table 32
TRANSPORTATION
Operating Budget by Funding Source
Three-Year Comparison

Est.
General Transporta- Federal Dedicated Restricted/ Other Total Posi-

Fund tion Fund Funds Credits Trust Funds Funds Funds tions

Support Services
Actual FY 2007 $140,000 $28,775,800 $1,105,700 $0 $0 ($4,264,400) $25,757,100 -- 
Authorized FY 2008 5,440,000 27,397,900 617,100 0 0 3,200,000 36,655,000 170.0
Appropriated FY 2009 0 28,106,100 637,600 0 0 0 28,743,700 170.0

Engineering Services
Actual FY 2007 4,588,100 16,958,600 12,559,800 1,206,400 0 (4,408,300) 30,904,600 -- 
Authorized FY 2008 50,000 17,364,500 11,428,100 650,400 0 4,450,000 33,943,000 263.0
Appropriated FY 2009 0 18,209,400 11,752,500 650,400 0 0 30,612,300 263.0

Maintenance Management
Actual FY 2007 500,000 109,494,000 7,981,000 1,897,900 0 645,300 120,518,200 -- 
Authorized FY 2008 0 129,060,200 8,329,200 677,100 0 154,600 138,221,100 862.0
Appropriated FY 2009 0 127,304,400 8,589,000 680,800 0 0 136,574,200 878.0

Region District Management
Actual FY 2007 0 20,893,400 2,908,100 1,251,700 0 (8,200) 25,045,000 -- 
Authorized FY 2008 0 21,476,600 3,305,100 1,231,000 0 108,200 26,120,900 264.5
Appropriated FY 2009 0 22,298,100 3,470,200 1,232,200 0 0 27,000,500 264.5

Equipment Management
Actual FY 2007 0 3,443,300 0 24,824,700 0 100,000 28,368,000 -- 
Authorized FY 2008 0 3,394,400 0 14,969,900 0 0 18,364,300 88.0
Appropriated FY 2009 0 6,367,300 0 14,416,400 0 0 20,783,700 88.0

Aeronautics
Actual FY 2007 0 0 44,141,100 427,600 9,560,100 (584,600) 53,544,200 -- 
Authorized FY 2008 0 0 20,000,000 383,600 6,863,200 0 27,246,800 11.0
Appropriated FY 2009 1,250,000 0 20,000,000 383,600 6,901,700 0 28,535,300 11.0

TOTAL OPERATIONS BUDGET
Actual FY 2007 $5,228,100 $179,565,100 $68,695,700 $29,608,300 $9,560,100 ($8,520,200) $284,137,100 --  
Authorized FY 2008 5,490,000 198,693,600 43,679,500 17,912,000 6,863,200 7,912,800 280,551,100 1,658.5
Appropriated FY 2009 1,250,000 202,285,300 44,449,300 17,363,400 6,901,700 0 272,249,700 1,674.5
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Table 33 
TRANSPORTATION
Capital Budget by Funding Source
Three-Year Comparison

Est.
General Transporta- Federal Dedicated Restricted/ Other Total Posi-

Fund tion Fund Funds Credits Trust Funds Funds Funds tions
Construction
Actual FY 2007 $35,000,000 $117,445,900 $231,060,700 $23,886,100 $56,122,100 ($84,144,500) $379,370,300 --  
Authorized FY 2008 135,000,000 28,093,800 152,831,400 1,550,000 129,700,000 10,000,000 457,175,200 0.0
Appropriated FY 2009 41,750,000 43,716,400 152,831,400 1,550,000 85,065,800 0 324,913,600 0.0

Sidewalk Construction
Actual FY 2007 0 500,000 0 0 0 (141,400) 358,600 --  
Authorized FY 2008 0 500,000 0 0 0 2,016,500 2,516,500 0.0
Appropriated FY 2009 0 500,000 0 0 0 0 500,000 0.0

B and C Road Account
Actual FY 2007 0 106,439,400 0 0 17,618,400 0 124,057,800 --  
Authorized FY 2008 0 126,608,700 0 0 0 0 126,608,700 0.0
Appropriated FY 2009 0 137,993,400 0 0 0 0 137,993,400 0.0

Maintenance Facilities
Actual FY 2007 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 --  
Authorized FY 2008 0 2,000,000 0 0 0 0 2,000,000 0.0
Appropriated FY 2009 0 4,506,000 0 0 0 0 4,506,000 0.0

Centennial Highway Program
Actual FY 2007 0 7,682,000 24,024,400 1,600 427,652,100 32,598,600 491,958,700 --  
Authorized FY 2008 249,000,000 73,832,000 14,988,600 0 214,668,400 (18,257,600) 534,231,400 0.0
Appropriated FY 2009 0 70,977,000 0 0 231,752,000 (92,723,000) 210,006,000 0.0

Mineral Lease Program
Actual FY 2007 0 0 0 0 0 50,974,300 50,974,300 --  
Authorized FY 2008 0 0 0 0 0 47,055,000 47,055,000 0.0
Appropriated FY 2009 0 0 0 0 0 64,833,800 64,833,800 0.0

Critical Highway Needs Fund
Actual FY 2007 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 --  
Authorized FY 2008 0 0 0 0 90,000,000 0 90,000,000 0.0
Appropriated FY 2009 0 0 0 0 95,365,800 0 95,365,800 0.0

TOTAL CAPITAL BUDGET
Actual FY 2007 $35,000,000 $232,067,300 $255,085,100 $23,887,700 $501,392,600 ($713,000) $1,046,719,700 --  
Authorized FY 2008 384,000,000 231,034,500 167,820,000 1,550,000 434,368,400 40,813,900 1,259,586,800 0.0
Appropriated FY 2009 41,750,000 257,692,800 152,831,400 1,550,000 412,183,600 (27,889,200) 838,118,600 0.0

TOTAL OPERATIONS AND CAPITAL BUDGET
Actual FY 2007 $40,228,100 $411,632,400 $323,780,800 $53,496,000 $510,952,700 ($9,233,200) $1,330,856,800 --  
Authorized FY 2008 389,490,000 429,728,100 211,499,500 19,462,000 441,231,600 48,726,700 1,540,137,900 1,658.5
Appropriated FY 2009 43,000,000 459,978,100 197,280,700 18,913,400 419,085,300 (27,889,200) 1,110,368,300 1,674.5
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