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State of Utah FY 2009 Budget Summary

AGENCY BUDGET OVERVIEW

Where Will My Taxes and Fees 
Go for Courts?

(Total FY 2009 Operational Funding is $134,810,400)

Dedicated 
Credits

1%

Other Funds
1%

General Fund
88%

Restricted 
Funds
10%

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND SERVICES
(Headings list appropriated FY 2009 funding)

District Court - $44.4 million 
• Managed 224,841 cases, including 38,529 criminal

cases

Juvenile Court - $36.2 million 
• Received 48,361 juvenile court referrals
• Received 3,699 dependency, neglect, and abuse

referrals
• Started operation of the new juvenile justice infor-

mation system

Contracts and Leases - $22.3 million 
• Provided funding for 49 lease facilities and 

courthouses 

Appellate Courts - $6.2 million 
• Filed 564 cases in the Supreme Court
• Filed 922 cases in the Court of Appeals

Guardian ad Litem (GAL) - $5.9 million 
• Managed 8,708 open cases for children for whom

there were allegations of abuse or neglect, or when
dependency of a minor was an issue 

Juror Witness/Interpreter Fee - $1.7 million
• Provided interpreters for more than 17,700 hours

of court proceedings in calendar year 2007 to meet
constitutional and statutory mandates

• Offered national certification testing for prospec-
tive Spanish interpreters (providing a skills-building
course boosted the passing rate for this rigorous
exam to 30 percent from the typical Utah and
national average of about 15 percent)

Juvenile Court
27%

District Court
33%

Juror/Witness/
Interpreter Fees

1%

Guardian ad Litem
4%

Appellate Courts
5%

Other Court 
Programs

13%

Contracts and 
Leases

17%

Financing of Courts 

(Based on FY 2009 Operational Appropriations)

COURTS

• Supreme Court
•  Court of Appeals
•  District Court
•  Juvenile Court
•  Administrative Office of the Courts
•  Guardian ad Litem

Mission: Provide the people an open, fair, efficient, and inde-
pendent system for the advancement of justice under the law

COURTS
David Walsh, Analyst
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Other Funds
General Fund

Judiciary
• Manage workload in the 4th Judicial District by

funding one court commissioner and two support
staff with $200,000 ongoing General Fund  

• Fund contracts and leases with $623,900 ongoing
General Fund

• Add resources for drug courts to serve additional
individuals with $130,000 one-time General Fund

Juror/Witness/Interpreter Fees
• Pay for costs associated with the

Juror/Witness/Interpreter Program with $310,000
supplemental General Fund

Guardian ad Litem
• Reduce the caseload assigned to each Guardian ad

Litem by funding four new attorneys and support
staff with $273,700 ongoing General Fund
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82%

6-12 Months 
8%

 18-24 
Months 2%

12-18 
Months 4%

Greater than 
24 months 

4%

District Court Time to Case Disposition

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Judicial Districts

Needed
Authorized

Authorized vs Needed Judges and Commissioners

General Fund and Total Funds 
in Courts

BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS BY AGENCY
(See itemized table for full list of appropriations)
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Note: Chart includes criminal, domestic, general civil, probate, property rights, small
claims torts, and traffic/parking cases
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Legislative Intent Statements

House Bill 2

FY 2009, Item

16 The courts may expend part of the
Administration line-item base budget appro-
priation of $100,202,300 to enter into a
lease-purchase agreement for data processing
hardware.

18 The Guardian ad Litem office may purchase
two additional vehicles.

LEGISLATIVE INTENT STATEMENTS

House Bill 4

FY 2009, Item

13 The salary for a district court judge will be
set at $129,650. Other judicial salaries will
be calculated in accordance with the statuto-
ry formula and rounded to the nearest $50.

171 The salaries for district court judges set in
Item 13 are adjusted upward by $2,500 from
$129,650 per year to $132,150. Other judi-
cial salaries will be calculated in accordance
with the statutory formula and rounded to
the nearest $50.

.
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Table 15
COURTS 
Operating Budget by Funding Source
Three-Year Comparison

Est.
General Federal Dedicated Restricted/ Other Total Posi-

Fund Funds Credits Trust Funds Funds Funds tions

Judicial Council/State Court Administration
Actual FY 2007 $82,725,500 $226,500 $1,290,100 $7,581,300 ($5,200) $91,818,200 -- 
Authorized FY 2008 89,605,600 123,000 1,257,100 8,377,900 2,610,900 101,974,500 1,215.8
Appropriated FY 2009 93,155,200 166,600 1,393,200 8,728,800 1,460,000 104,903,800 1,198.8

Contracts/Leases
Actual FY 2007 16,557,400 0 345,000 4,700,000 (1,155,500) 20,446,900 -- 
Authorized FY 2008 17,063,600 0 250,000 4,700,000 (285,100) 21,728,500 6.9
Appropriated FY 2009 17,654,400 0 250,000 4,400,000 0 22,304,400 6.9

Guardian ad Litem
Actual FY 2007 3,530,800 0 17,900 772,700 42,800 4,364,200 -- 
Authorized FY 2008 4,638,800 0 20,000 793,000 0 5,451,800 66.0
Appropriated FY 2009 5,023,000 0 20,000 810,100 0 5,853,100 70.0

Grand Jury
Actual FY 2007 800 0 0 0 0 800 -- 
Authorized FY 2008 800 0 0 0 0 800 0.0
Appropriated FY 2009 800 0 0 0 0 800 0.0

Juror/Witness/Interpreter Fees
Actual FY 2007 1,525,000 0 11,000 0 227,100 1,763,100 -- 
Authorized FY 2008 1,834,900 0 10,000 0 253,400 2,098,300 0.0
Appropriated FY 2009 1,524,900 0 10,000 0 213,400 1,748,300 0.0

TOTAL OPERATIONS BUDGET
Actual FY 2007 $104,339,500 $226,500 $1,664,000 $13,054,000 ($890,800) $118,393,200 --  
Authorized FY 2008 113,143,700 123,000 1,537,100 13,870,900 2,579,200 131,253,900 1,288.7
Appropriated FY 2009 117,358,300 166,600 1,673,200 13,938,900 1,673,400 134,810,400 1,275.7
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