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AGENCY BUDGET OVERVIEW 

COURTS 
Dave Walsh, Analyst 

COURTS 
 
• Supreme Court 
• Court of Appeals 
• District Court 
• Juvenile Court 
• Administrative Office of the Courts 
• Guardian ad Litem 
 
 Mission:  Provide the people an open, fair, efficient, and independ-
ent system for the advancement of justice under the law 
 

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND SERVICES 
(Headings include FY 2010 operating totals. Accomplishments 
occurred in FY 2008 unless otherwise specified.) 
 
District Court - $36.2 million  
• Managed 218,441 cases, including 39,044 criminal cases 
 
Juvenile Court - $36.8 million  
• Received 50,799 referrals 
• Received 3,450 dependency, neglect, and abuse  

referrals 
• Created the Juvenile Court Report Card to present  

annual performance data  
 
Contracts and Leases - $19.3 million  
• Funded 45 lease facilities and courthouses  
  
Appellate Courts - $6.2 million  
• Filed 569 cases in the Supreme Court 
• Filed 875 cases in the Court of Appeals 
 
Guardian ad Litem (GAL) - $5.8 million  
• Provided legal representation for 12,854 of Utah’s chil-

dren for whom there are allegations of abuse or neglect, 
or when dependency of a minor is an issue  

 
Juror/Witness/Interpreter Fee - $1.5 million 
• Provided interpreters for more than 17,000 hours of 

court proceedings in CY 2008 to meet constitutional 
and statutory mandates 

• Offered national certification testing for prospective 
Spanish interpreters (a skills-building course increased 
the passing rate for this rigorous exam to 30 percent 
from the typical Utah and national average of about 15 
percent) 

 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where Will My Taxes and Fees 
Go for Courts? 

(Total FY 2010 Operational Funding is $129,263,100) 

Financing of Courts 
(Based on FY 2010 Operational Appropriations) 

General Fund
92%

Dedicated 
Credits

2%

Federal Funds
1%Other Funds

5%
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Budget Adjustments by Agency 
(See itemized table for full list of appropriations) 

Judiciary 
• Abolish the court reporting program due to 

budget reductions of ($1,150,000) ongoing  
General Fund 

• Abate court staff due to budget reductions of 
($1,600,000) ongoing General Fund 

• Preserve essential services by increasing civil  
filing fees to generate $11,792,900 ongoing  
General Fund 

• Provide perimeter security with $2,800,000  
ongoing restricted funds 

General Fund and Total Funds  
in Courts 

Juvenile Court Case Distribution 
FY 2009 

District Court Case Distribution 
FY 2008 
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General Fund
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48%
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35%

Criminal 
18%

Traf f ic
18%

Domestic
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Small Claims
10%

Probate
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Property Rights
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Parking
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Torts
1%
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Legislative Intent Statements 
 
Senate Bill 3 
 
  FY 2009, Item 
 
20  Funds for Judicial Council/State Court 
 Administrator are nonlapsing. 

 
24-25 Funds for Grand Jury and Contracts and 
 Leases are nonlapsing. 

 
27-28   Funds for Jury/Witness/Interpreter, 

 and Guardian ad Litem are nonlapsing. 
  
  FY 2010, Item 
 
152  The salary level for a District Court 
 Judge is set at $132,150 for FY 2010. 
 
163  The Courts may terminate funding for leases in 

the Springville and Orem Juvenile Probation 
offices on July 1, 2009.  

 

 

LEGISLATIVE INTENT STATEMENTS AND INTERNAL SERVICE FUNDS 
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Est.
General Federal Dedicated Restricted/ Other Total Posi-

Fund Funds Credits Trust Funds Funds Funds tions

Judicial Council/State Court Administration
Actual FY 2008 $89,605,600 $273,400 $1,369,900 $8,377,900 ($269,100) $99,357,700 -- 
Authorized FY 2009 85,582,700 162,700 1,474,400 10,878,800 3,161,900 101,260,500 1,177.7
Appropriated FY 2010 86,524,200 166,700 1,393,100 12,963,900 1,470,500 102,518,400 1,139.1

Contracts/Leases
Actual FY 2008 17,063,600 0 435,600 4,700,000 (464,600) 21,734,600 -- 
Authorized FY 2009 16,731,700 0 250,000 4,400,000 359,200 21,740,900 7.9
Appropriated FY 2010 14,717,700 0 250,000 4,400,000 0 19,367,700 2.0

Guardian ad Litem
Actual FY 2008 4,638,800 0 47,400 793,000 (155,700) 5,323,500 -- 
Authorized FY 2009 4,923,000 0 20,000 810,100 255,700 6,008,800 71.5
Appropriated FY 2010 5,011,100 0 20,000 810,200 0 5,841,300 71.5

Grand Jury
Actual FY 2008 800 0 0 0 0 800 -- 
Authorized FY 2009 800 0 0 0 0 800 0.0
Appropriated FY 2010 800 0 0 0 0 800 0.0

Juror/Witness/Interpreter Fees
Actual FY 2008 1,834,900 0 13,800 0 49,200 1,897,900 -- 
Authorized FY 2009 1,524,900 0 10,000 0 354,800 1,889,700 0.0
Appropriated FY 2010 1,524,900 0 10,000 0 0 1,534,900 0.0

TOTAL OPERATIONS BUDGET
Actual FY 2008 $113,143,700 $273,400 $1,866,700 $13,870,900 ($840,200) $128,314,500 --  
Authorized FY 2009 108,763,100 162,700 1,754,400 16,088,900 4,131,600 130,900,700 1,257.1
Appropriated FY 2010 107,778,700 166,700 1,673,100 18,174,100 1,470,500 129,263,100 1,212.6

Table 15 
COURTS 
Operating Budget by Funding Source 
Three-Year Comparison 
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