
AGENCY BUDGET OVERVIEW 

NATURAL RESOURCES 
Cliff Strachan, Analyst 

AGENCIES INCLUDE:  
• Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 
• Department of Agriculture and Food  
• School and Institutional Trust Lands  

Administration (SITLA) 
• Utah State Fair Corporation  
• Public Lands Policy Coordinating Office (PLPCO) 
  
Mission:  Conserve, protect, and develop Utah’s natural resources 
and agriculture, and effectively manage school and institutional 
trust lands 

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND SERVICES 
(Headings include FY 2011 operating totals. Accomplishments 
occurred in FY 2009 unless otherwise specified.) 
 
Wildlife Resources - $70.9 million 
• Restored 122,458 acres of habitat by leveraging the 

State appropriation 600 percent through partnerships 
 
Utah Geological Survey (UGS) - $41 million 
• Produced 116 geologic publications and responded to 

9,182 geologic inquiries 
 
Parks and Recreation (DPR) - $31.2 million 
• Saved $1.85 million using 94,833 volunteer hours  
 
Forestry, Fire, and State Lands (FFSL) - $17.7 million 
• Responded to 648 fires that burned 44,347 acres and 

reseeded more than 1,700 scorched acres  
• Completed 14 new forest stewardship plans covering 

a total of 56,816 acres  
 
Oil, Gas, and Mining (OGM) - $12.3 million 
• Processed 1,434 applications, inspected 8,775 active 

oil and gas wells and sealed 186 mine openings  
 
Water Rights - $8.8 million 
• Inspected 278 dams rated as potentially hazardous 
  
Water Resources - $5.5 million 
• Reduced water usage to 246 gallons per capita (GPC) 

per day, exceeding the target of 282 GPC per day 
 
Agriculture and Food - $22.6 million 
• Initiated the "Meat the Need" program to relieve   

pressures on the protein sector of agriculture  
 
Trust Lands Administration - $10.4 million 
• Received record coal revenue of $16.8 million 
 
Utah State Fair Corporation - $4.0 million                                                        
• Increased net return on investment to $11.70 per 

state dollar invested 
 
PLPCO - $2.2 million      
• Negotiated six Bureau of Land Management resource 

management plans 
• Coordinates State’s interest on public lands issues 

Financing of Natural Resources Agencies 
 (Based on FY 2011 Operational Appropriations) 

Where Will My Taxes and Fees  
Go for Natural Resources? 

(Total FY 2011 Operational Funding is $236,200,100) 
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Budget Adjustments by Agency 
(See itemized table for full list of appropriations) 

Department of Natural Resources 
• Improve critical maintenance at State Parks with 

$650,000 ongoing restricted capital funds 
• Enhance public access to waterways with 

$100,000 one-time General Fund and $300,000 
ongoing restricted funds 

• Enhance wildlife habitat development with 
$500,000 ongoing restricted funds 

• Support sovereign land leasing by hiring a 
paralegal with $61,500 ongoing restricted funds 

• Support law enforcement and sanitation at Bear 
Lake with $50,000 ongoing restricted funds 

• Offset Antelope Island park operations with 
$200,000 one-time restricted funds obtained 
from hunting 

• Secure ARRA funding for Fire Management 
$1,200,000, Wildlife Cooperative $2,750,000, and 
State Energy $32,050,000 programs 

• Consolidate regional administration of state parks 
to save ($370,000) ongoing General Fund 

• Reduce ongoing General Fund expenditures for 
Endangered Species ($50,000), Quagga Mussel 
($50,000), Groundwater Report ($26,500), and 
Stream gauges ($51,300) programs 

• Reduce ongoing General Fund capital 
expenditures for Fish Hatchery program of 
($150,600) 

  
Department of Agriculture and Food 
• Enhance Predatory Animal Control with $31,200 

ongoing restricted funds 
 
School and Institutional Trust Lands 
Administration 
• Support federal land exchange with $300,000  

one-time restricted fund 
• Commence business system re-write with 

$580,000 one-time restricted fund 
• Secure water rights for development projects 

with $3,400,000 one-time and $1,600,000 
supplemental restricted funds for capital 

• Provide seed monies for Energy Education 
Program with $50,000 one-time restricted fund  

General Fund and Other Funds  
in Natural Resources Agencies 
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90 DPR’s proposed purchase of buildings for 

covered storage at Jordanelle State Park may 
not exceed $440,000. 

 
91 Utah Geological Survey (UGS) funds, for 

mineral lease projects, of $1,500,000 are 
nonlapsing. 

 
UGS is not authorized to expend more than 
the amount appropriated from ARRA. UGS 
will receive a General Fund budget reduction 
equal to the amount expended in excess of 
the ARRA appropriation. 

 
92 Water Resources funds, for Computer    

Equipment/Software $20,000, Equipment/
Supplies $10,000, Special Projects/Studies 
$30,000, and Water Conservation Materials/
Education $5,000, are nonlapsing. 

 
93 Water Rights funds, for Equipment/Supplies 

$75,000, and Special Projects/Studies 
$275,000, are nonlapsing. 

 
94 Public Lands Policy Coordinating Office 

funds, for litigation expenses, of $400,000 are 
nonlapsing. 

 
95 Agriculture funds, for Capital Equipment or 

Improvements $308,000, Computer 
Equipment/Software $93,000, Employee 
Training/Incentives $97,000, Equipment/
Supplies $105,500, Vehicles $50,000, and 
Special Projects/Studies $943,000, are 
nonlapsing. 

 
96 Utah State Fair Corporation funds, for 

Current Expense $20,900, Computer 
Equipment/Software $10,000, Building and 
Grounds Maintenance $36,000, Other 
Contractual and Professional Services 
$20,000, Weather Provision $15,000, Special 
Projects/Studies $30,000, and Equipment/
Supplies $20,000, are   nonlapsing. 

 
97 Predator Control funds, for Equipment/

Supplies $25,000, and Special Projects/
Studies $125,000, are nonlapsing. 

 

 
Legislative Intent Statements 
 
House Bill 2 
 
FY 2010, Item  
 
81 Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 

Administration funds, for Capital Projects 
$100,000, Special Projects/Studies $50,000, 
Computer Equipment/Software $18,000, 
Equipment/Supplies $30,000, and Capital 
Equipment $25,000, are nonlapsing. 
 

83  Watershed funds of $700,000 are 
nonlapsing. 
 

84 Forestry, Fire, and State Lands (FFSL) 
funds, for Utah Lake Special Master 
$375,000, Great Salt Lake Comprehensive 
Management Plan Revision $200,000, Bear 
River Migratory Bird Refuge Dispute 
$100,000, Little Willow Water Line $35,000, 
Navigational Hazards Removal $20,000, 
Lands Maintenance $50,000, and Lease 
Tracking System $20,000, are nonlapsing. 

 
FFSL is not authorized to expend more than 
the amount appropriated from the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). 
FFSL will receive a General Fund budget 
reduction equal to the amount expended in 
excess of the ARRA appropriation. 
 

85 Oil, Gas and Mining funds, for Mining 
Special Projects/Studies $250,000, 
Computer Equipment/Software $50,000, 
Employee Training/Incentives $50,000, and 
Equipment/Supplies $50,000, are 
nonlapsing. 

 
88  Wildlife Resources funds, for Capital       

Equipment/Improvements, of $800,000       
are nonlapsing. 

 
89 State Parks and Recreation (DPR) funds, for 

Computer Equipment/Software $62,000, 
Employee Training/Incentives $30,000, 
Special Projects/Studies $32,000, and Other 
$63,000, are nonlapsing. 

 

LEGISLATIVE INTENT STATEMENTS AND INTERNAL SERVICE FUND 
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98 Resource Conservation funds, for Capital 
Equipment or Improvements $25,000,     
Computer Equipment/Software $20,000,   
Employee Training/Incentives $15,000, 
Equipment/Supplies $15,000, Vehicles 
$20,000, Conservation District Elections 
$3,700, and Special Projects/Studies 
$10,000, are nonlapsing. 

 
99 Invasive Species project funds of $500,000 

are nonlapsing. 
 
100 Rangeland Improvement project funds of 

$1,346,000 are nonlapsing. 
 
FY 2011, Item  
 
274 Bear Lake Regional Commission funds shall 

be expended only as a one-to-one match 
with funds from the State of Idaho.  
 
DNR shall transfer any remaining capital 
assets in its motor pool internal service fund 
to DNR. 

 
275 DNR shall report to the Natural Resources, 

Agriculture, and Environment Interim  
Committee and the Natural Resources    
Appropriations Subcommittee on or before 
its November, 2010 meeting, providing 
detailed information on how funds are 
expended for the Colorado River, June 
Sucker, and Virgin River plans, including 
detailed information on contracts issued, 
deliverables required, and deliverables 
accomplished. 

 
278 UGS is not authorized to expend more than 

the amount appropriated from ARRA. UGS 
will receive a General Fund budget 
reduction equal to the amount expended in 
excess of the ARRA appropriation. 

 
280 Wildlife Resources funds may be used for 

big game depredation $500,000; half each 
from General Fund Restricted - Wildlife 
Resources and General Fund. 
 
Wildlife Resources may spend $140,000 for 
livestock damage, $90,000 from General 
Fund and $50,000 from General Fund 
Restricted - Wildlife Resources. 

287 UGS is not authorized to expend more than 
the amount appropriated from ARRA. UGS 
will receive a General Fund budget 
reduction equal to the amount expended in 
excess of the ARRA appropriation. 

 
289 DNR shall study water rights issues and 

report to the Natural Resources, Agriculture, 
and Environment Interim Committee by its 
October 2010 meeting. 

 
 
House Bill 3 
 
FY 2011, Item  
 
163 Wildlife Resources may spend $300,000 to 

identify areas of conflict between 
landowners and fishermen on Utah streams 
and rivers, and to purchase easements 
through the Walk-in Access Program. 

 
165 DPR shall use $200,000 from the proceeds 

of the hunts for bison, deer and Bighorn 
sheep on Antelope Island for Antelope 
Island State Park. Both conservation and 
regular hunts will be coordinated through a 
cooperative agreement between DPR and 
Wildlife Resources. 

 
172A Agriculture may appropriate $2,000,000 

from the Rural Rehabilitation Fund to 
securitize, at a discounted rate, funding for 
emergency relief loans to the dairy sector, as 
determined by the Agricultural Advisory 
Board to be under severe distress.  These 
emergency relief loans shall be secured with 
United States Department of Agriculture 
loan protection guarantees, be approved and 
administered by the Agricultural Advisory 
Board, and be secured with sufficient funds 
or other collateral to assure revenue bond 
payment.  
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The following table shows the amount that is expected 
to be collected from users, the maximum dollar 
amount of capital assets that may be acquired, and the 
authorized number of full-time equivalents (FTE). 

Internal Service Fund 
 
DNR includes one ISF that provides products and 
services to the department and other state agencies 
on a cost-reimbursement basis. It is set up to account 
for the cost of certain governmental services and to 
avoid duplication of effort among agencies, thus 
providing savings statewide. 

DNR - Warehouse 
Revenue Estimate 
Capital Acquisition Limit 
FTE 

 
$746,400 

0 
2.0 

 
$736,600 

0 
2.0 

 
$738,800 

0 
2.0 

    

    

 
Actual  

FY 2009 

Estimated/
Authorized 

FY 2010 

 
Approved 
FY 2011 
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Table 28 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
Operating Budget by Funding Source 
Three-Year Comparison 

Continued on next page 

Est.
General Federal Dedicated Mineral Restricted/ Other Total Posi-

Fund Funds Credits Lease Trust Funds Funds Funds tions

DNR - Administration
Actual FY 2009 $4,783,400 $0 $500,000 $0 $0 ($62,500) $5,220,900 -- 
Authorized FY 2010 4,631,600 0 500,000 0 0 782,000 5,913,600 23.0
Appropriated FY 2011 4,501,700 0 500,000 0 0 0 5,001,700 23.0

DNR - Endangered Species
Actual FY 2009 2,000,000 0 2,450,000 0 1,199,400 (1,038,800) 4,610,600 -- 
Authorized FY 2010 0 0 2,450,000 0 1,063,400 800,000 4,313,400 0.0
Appropriated FY 2011 0 0 2,450,000 0 601,800 0 3,051,800 0.0

DNR - Building Operating
Actual FY 2009 1,630,700 0 0 0 0 0 1,630,700 -- 
Authorized FY 2010 1,630,700 0 0 0 0 0 1,630,700 0.0
Appropriated FY 2011 1,621,400 0 0 0 0 0 1,621,400 0.0

DNR - Range Creek
Actual FY 2009 118,100 0 0 0 0 0 118,100 -- 
Authorized FY 2010 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0
Appropriated FY 2011 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0

DNR - Forestry, Fire, and State Lands
Actual FY 2009 7,728,000 6,932,700 4,913,600 0 4,348,200 (2,524,200) 21,398,300 -- 
Authorized FY 2010 446,200 5,463,400 4,464,700 0 6,484,200 3,220,900 20,079,400 129.5
Appropriated FY 2011 1,961,900 5,062,800 5,498,100 0 5,163,000 0 17,685,800 130.5

DNR - Oil, Gas, and Mining
Actual FY 2009 1,483,600 4,252,300 168,900 0 3,508,500 (535,600) 8,877,700 -- 
Authorized FY 2010 1,464,900 7,096,700 212,400 0 3,497,600 1,193,600 13,465,200 83.0
Appropriated FY 2011 1,411,200 7,125,700 214,100 0 3,526,200 0 12,277,200 83.0

DNR - Wildlife Resources
Actual FY 2009 7,191,300 18,224,800 4,332,200 0 31,284,800 5,799,800 66,832,900 -- 
Authorized FY 2010 6,002,600 22,430,100 2,023,700 0 31,796,500 8,956,400 71,209,300 507.5
Appropriated FY 2011 5,932,200 21,884,000 2,023,600 0 32,438,900 8,656,300 70,935,000 506.5

DNR - Parks and Recreation
Actual FY 2009 11,630,000 1,237,700 654,200 0 19,155,200 (644,100) 32,033,000 -- 
Authorized FY 2010 10,320,100 1,178,900 581,700 0 18,942,400 537,900 31,561,000 354.8
Appropriated FY 2011 8,460,600 1,183,000 659,100 0 20,828,200 55,200 31,186,100 351.8

DNR - Geological Survey
Actual FY 2009 1,954,700 1,274,400 1,066,200 3,664,100 1,648,800 217,500 9,825,700 -- 
Authorized FY 2010 2,637,000 17,061,300 942,900 2,264,200 1,782,100 (439,800) 24,247,700 87.0
Appropriated FY 2011 2,543,600 33,948,200 1,054,500 2,600,000 682,100 125,200 40,953,600 86.0

DNR - Water Resources
Actual FY 2009 3,116,200 0 150,000 0 2,958,100 (229,300) 5,995,000 -- 
Authorized FY 2010 2,628,200 543,900 150,000 0 2,943,400 (149,100) 6,116,400 49.0
Appropriated FY 2011 2,534,300 0 150,000 0 2,968,600 (150,000) 5,502,900 49.0
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Table 28 (Continued) 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
Operating Budget by Funding Source 
Three-Year Comparison 

Continued from previous page 

Est.
General Federal Dedicated Mineral Restricted/ Other Total Posi-

Fund Funds Credits Lease Trust Funds Funds Funds tions

DNR - Water Rights
Actual FY 2009 7,473,200 33,800 1,056,000 0 0 235,900 8,798,900 -- 
Authorized FY 2010 6,957,600 52,800 1,238,600 0 0 288,800 8,537,800 79.8
Appropriated FY 2011 7,032,700 52,600 1,695,100 0 0 0 8,780,400 78.8

Total Department of Natural Resources
Actual FY 2009 $49,109,200 $31,955,700 $15,291,100 $3,664,100 $64,103,000 $1,218,700 $165,341,800 --  
Authorized FY 2010 36,718,900 53,827,100 12,564,000 2,264,200 66,509,600 15,190,700 187,074,500 1,313.6
Appropriated FY 2011 35,999,600 69,256,300 14,244,500 2,600,000 66,208,800 8,686,700 196,995,900 1,308.6

Agriculture and Food
Actual FY 2009 $12,958,700 $7,332,400 $2,953,000 $0 $2,155,400 $1,908,200 $27,307,700 -- 
Authorized FY 2010 10,786,400 5,926,100 3,356,000 0 2,137,100 2,543,400 24,749,000 197.6
Appropriated FY 2011 10,767,800 5,604,600 3,403,400 0 2,165,200 663,300 22,604,300 194.6

Utah State Fair Corporation
Actual FY 2009 766,300 0 2,934,200 0 0 413,200 4,113,700 -- 
Authorized FY 2010 738,500 0 3,448,400 0 0 (16,800) 4,170,100 0.0
Appropriated FY 2011 675,000 0 3,301,100 0 0 (13,500) 3,962,600 0.0

Total Department of Agriculture and Food
Actual FY 2009 $13,725,000 $7,332,400 $5,887,200 $0 $2,155,400 $2,321,400 $31,421,400 --  
Authorized FY 2010 11,524,900 5,926,100 6,804,400 0 2,137,100 2,526,600 28,919,100 197.6
Appropriated FY 2011 11,442,800 5,604,600 6,704,500 0 2,165,200 649,800 26,566,900 194.6

Trust Lands Administration
Actual FY 2009 $0 $0 $0 $0 $9,971,900 ($586,800) $9,385,100 -- 
Authorized FY 2010 0 0 0 0 9,703,600 0 9,703,600 74.1
Appropriated FY 2011 0 0 0 0 10,438,700 0 10,438,700 74.1

Public Lands Policy Coordinating Office
Actual FY 2009 365,000 0 0 0 2,368,900 (720,900) 2,013,000 -- 
Authorized FY 2010 318,700 0 0 0 2,366,100 (504,300) 2,180,500 9.0
Appropriated FY 2011 332,600 0 0 0 1,366,000 500,000 2,198,600 9.0

TOTAL OPERATIONS BUDGET
Actual FY 2009 $63,199,200 $39,288,100 $21,178,300 $3,664,100 $78,599,200 $2,232,400 $208,161,300 --  
Authorized FY 2010 48,562,500 59,753,200 19,368,400 2,264,200 80,716,400 17,213,000 227,877,700 1,594.3
Appropriated FY 2011 47,775,000 74,860,900 20,949,000 2,600,000 80,178,700 9,836,500 236,200,100 1,586.3

Note:  As of FY 2010 security for Range Creek was moved to Higher Education, University of Utah.
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Table 29 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
Capital Budget by Funding Source 
Three-Year Comparison 

Est.
General Federal Dedicated Mineral Restricted/ Other Total Posi-

Fund Funds Credits Lease Trust Funds Funds Funds tions

DNR - Wildlife Resources
Actual FY 2009 $800,000 $1,167,500 $0 $0 $1,205,000 ($758,600) $2,413,900 --  
Authorized FY 2010 800,000 500,000 0 0 1,205,000 700,000 3,205,000 0.0
Appropriated FY 2011 649,400 500,000 0 0 1,205,000 0 2,354,400 0.0

DNR - Parks and Recreation
Actual FY 2009 1,815,700 2,293,100 194,300 0 2,827,500 881,100 8,011,700 --  
Authorized FY 2010 122,700 1,200,000 25,000 0 1,115,000 7,219,800 9,682,500 0.0
Appropriated FY 2011 122,700 1,200,000 25,000 0 1,325,000 350,000 3,022,700 0.0

Trust Lands Administration
Actual FY 2009 0 0 0 0 16,500,000 0 16,500,000 --  
Authorized FY 2010 0 0 0 0 12,645,000 0 12,645,000 0.0
Appropriated FY 2011 0 0 0 0 12,200,000 0 12,200,000 0.0

TOTAL CAPITAL BUDGET
Actual FY 2009 $2,615,700 $3,460,600 $194,300 $0 $20,532,500 $122,500 $26,925,600 --  
Authorized FY 2010 922,700 1,700,000 25,000 0 14,965,000 7,919,800 25,532,500 0.0
Appropriated FY 2011 772,100 1,700,000 25,000 0 14,730,000 350,000 17,577,100 0.0

TOTAL OPERATIONS AND CAPITAL BUDGET
Actual FY 2009 $65,814,900 $42,748,700 $21,372,600 $3,664,100 $99,131,700 $2,354,900 $235,086,900 -- 
Authorized FY 2010 49,485,200 61,453,200 19,393,400 2,264,200 95,681,400 25,132,800 253,410,200 1,594.3
Appropriated FY 2011 48,547,100 76,560,900 20,974,000 2,600,000 94,908,700 10,186,500 253,777,200 1,586.3
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