
AGENCY BUDGET OVERVIEW 

COURTS 
David Walsh, Analyst 

COURTS INCLUDE: 
 
• Supreme Court 
• Court of Appeals 
• District Court 
• Juvenile Court 
• Administrative Office of the Courts 
• Guardian ad Litem 
 
 Mission:  Provide the people an open, fair, efficient, and 
independent system for the advancement of justice under the law 
 

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND SERVICES 
(Headings include FY 2011 operating totals. Accomplishments 
occurred in FY 2009 unless otherwise specified.) 
 
District Courts - $39.7 million 
• Managed 325,454 cases, including 40,081 criminal 

cases 
 
Juvenile Courts - $36.3 million 
• Processed 47,191 juvenile court referrals 
• Handled 3,532 dependency, neglect, and abuse 

referrals 
• Presented the second annual Juvenile Court Report 

Card stating annual court performance data  
 
Contracts and Leases - $19.8 million 
• Funded 54 lease facilities and courthouses  
  
Appellate Courts - $6.4 million  
• Filed 593 cases in the Supreme Court 
• Filed 871 cases in the Court of Appeals 
 
Guardian ad Litem - $5.9 million  
• Represented 13,676 children respecting allegations of 

abuse or neglect, or dependency of a minor 
 
Juror/Witness/Interpreter Fee - $2.1 million 
• Provided interpreters for more than 17,000 hours of 

court proceedings in 2008 
• Offered a skill-building course to increase the 

passing rate of Utahns seeking national certification 
for Spanish interpretation to 30 percent, twice the 
national average 

 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where Will My Taxes and Fees 
Go for Courts? 

(Total FY 2011 Operational Funding is $130,410,700) 

Financing of Courts 
(Based on FY 2011 Operational Appropriations) 

                             Operating and Capital Budgets - Courts 

55  

District Court
30%

Juvenile Court
28%

Other Court 
Programs

15%

Contracts and 
Leases
15%

Appellate 
Courts
5%

Guardian ad 
Litem
5%

Juror/Witness/
Interpreter 

Fees
2%

General Fund
83%

Restricted 
Funds
14%

Dedicated 
Credits
2%

Other Funds
1%



Budget Adjustments by Agency 
(See itemized table for full list of appropriations) 

Judiciary 
• Add a juvenile court judge and support staff in 

the Fifth Judicial District (Washington, Iron, and 
Beaver Counties) to meet increased workload 
with $320,000 ongoing General Fund 

• Eliminate 46 FTE by ($2,385,600) ongoing 
General Fund 

• Adjust FY 2010 retirement rates with $432,400 
ongoing General Fund  

• Maintain Courts portion of funding for the Drug 
Offender Reform Act (DORA) with $51,500 one-
time General Fund 

General Fund and Other Funds  
in Courts 

M
ill
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ns
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Legislative Intent Statements 
 
House Bill 2 
 
FY 2010, Item 
 
18  Judicial Council/State Court Administrator 

funds, for temporary clerks, grant matching 
requirements, information technology and 
equipment expenses, of $1,750,000 are 
nonlapsing. 

 
19-22 Grand Jury, Contracts and Leases, Jury and 

Witness Fees, and Guardian ad Litem funds are 
nonlapsing. 

 
 
FY 2011, Item 
 
127  The salary level for a District Court Judge is 

$132,150. 

 

LEGISLATIVE INTENT STATEMENTS 
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Table 17 
COURTS 
Operating Budget by Funding Source 
Three-Year Comparison 
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Est.
General Federal Dedicated Restricted/ Other Total Posi-

Fund Funds Credits Trust Funds Funds Funds tions

Judicial Council/State Court Administration
Actual FY 2009 $85,582,700 $624,900 $1,741,600 $10,878,800 ($248,600) $98,579,400 -- 
Authorized FY 2010 83,858,000 162,300 2,597,500 13,845,300 2,767,200 103,230,300 1,139.8
Appropriated FY 2011 85,893,600 227,900 2,554,400 13,037,700 857,500 102,571,100 1,077.8

Contracts/Leases
Actual FY 2009 16,731,700 0 404,800 4,400,000 (136,000) 21,400,500 -- 
Authorized FY 2010 14,717,500 0 250,000 4,400,000 315,600 19,683,100 1.0
Appropriated FY 2011 15,179,100 0 250,000 4,400,000 0 19,829,100 1.0

Guardian ad Litem
Actual FY 2009 4,923,000 0 99,800 810,100 (92,300) 5,740,600 -- 
Authorized FY 2010 4,855,000 0 20,000 805,000 548,000 6,228,000 71.0
Appropriated FY 2011 5,033,100 0 20,000 816,600 0 5,869,700 71.0

Grand Jury
Actual FY 2009 800 0 0 0 0 800 -- 
Authorized FY 2010 800 0 0 0 0 800 0.0
Appropriated FY 2011 800 0 0 0 0 800 0.0

Juror/Witness/Interpreter Fees
Actual FY 2009 1,524,900 0 11,500 0 445,100 1,981,500 -- 
Authorized FY 2010 2,328,000 0 10,000 0 (204,200) 2,133,800 3.0
Appropriated FY 2011 1,530,000 0 10,000 0 600,000 2,140,000 3.0

TOTAL OPERATIONS BUDGET
Actual FY 2009 $108,763,100 $624,900 $2,257,700 $16,088,900 ($31,800) $127,702,800 --  
Authorized FY 2010 105,759,300 162,300 2,877,500 19,050,300 3,426,600 131,276,000 1,214.8
Appropriated FY 2011 107,636,600 227,900 2,834,400 18,254,300 1,457,500 130,410,700 1,152.8

State of Utah                                                                                                      FY 2011 Budget Summary                            
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