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Courts 
David Walsh, Analyst 

AGENCY BUDGET OVERVIEW 

COURTS 
 
 Supreme Court 
 Court of Appeals 
 District Court 
 Juvenile Court 
 Administrative Office of the Courts 
 Guardian ad Litem 
 
Mission: Provide the people an open, fair, efficient, and 
independent system for the advancement of justice under the law. 

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND SERVICES 
(Headings include FY 2012 operating totals. Accomplishments 
occurred in FY 2010 unless otherwise specified.) 
 
District Courts - $38.9 million 
 Managed 321,605 cases, including 39,043 criminal 

cases 
 
Juvenile Courts - $35.3 million 
 Processed 44,432 juvenile court referrals 
 Handled 3,575 dependency, neglect, and abuse  

referrals 
 Presented the second annual Juvenile Court Report 

Card stating annual court performance data  
 
Contracts and Leases - $19.8 million 
 Funded 54 lease facilities and courthouses  
  
Appellate Courts - $6.3 million  
 Filed 621 cases in the Supreme Court 
 Filed 885 cases in the Court of Appeals 
 
Guardian ad Litem - $5.9 million  
 Represented 14,412 children for whom there are 

allegations of abuse or neglect, or when       
dependency of a minor is an issue  

 

Financing of Corrections Agencies 
(Based on FY 2012 Operational Appropriations) 

District Court
30%

Juvenile Court
27%

Other Court 
Programs

16%

Contracts and 
Leases
15%

Appellate 
Courts
5%

Guardian ad 
Litem
5%

Juror/Witness/
Interpreter 

Fees
2%

Where Will My Taxes and Fees  
Go for Corrections? 

 (Total FY 2012 Operational Funding is $128,826,100) 
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Budget Adjustments by Agency 
(See itemized table for full list of appropriations) 

General Fund and Other Funds  
in Courts 

Online Court Assistance Program 
Usage By Year 

Guardian ad Litem 
Case Management Improvements 

M
ill

io
n

s
 

Judicial Council - State Court  
 
 Increase access to the online Court Assistance 

Program with $100,000 one-time restricted funds 
 
 
Guardian ad Litem 
 
 Fund a new case management system with 

$150,000 supplemental restricted funds  

Creates  electronic interfaces  to Juvenile Court, District 

Court and DCFS
Creates  electronic interfaces  to Juvenile Court, District 

Court and DCFS

Provides  detailed information on attorney case load, 

staff util ization and volunteer time

Tracks  important case dates  including; deadlines, case 

completion and calendar events

Provides  statewide statistical  information for 

legislative metrics

Creates  management reports  to ensure the best 

allocation of resources

Tracks  clients  by case type, school  enrollment and 

family group
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LEGISLATIVE INTENT STATEMENTS 

Senate Bill 2 
 
FY 2012, Item 
 
16 Courts should maximize budgets by          
 examining expiring leases and contracts and 
 explore all possibilities in doing so including                  
 re-negotiating for lower lease and contract 
 rates, planning and allowing leases to expire, 
 moving to locations with lower costs, and 
 purchasing instead of leasing a facility. 
 
 
Senate Bill 3 
 
FY 2012, Item  
 
40 The salary level for a District Court Judge is 

$132,150. 
 
 
House Bill 3 
 
FY 2011, Item 
 
19 Funds for Judicial Council/State Court     

Administrator are nonlapsing. 
 
 Bar Admissions Certification Dedicated 

Credits carry forward into FY 2012 
 
20-23 Funds for Grand Jury, Contracts and Leases, 

Jury and Witness Fees, and Guardian ad 
Litem are nonlapsing. 
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Table 18 
COURTS 
Operating Budget by Funding Source 
Three-Year Comparison 

Est.
General Federal Dedicated Restricted/ Other Total Posi-

Fund Funds Credits Trust Funds Funds Funds tions

Judicial Council/State Court Administration
Actual FY 2010 $83,858,000 $490,200 $3,656,700 $13,845,300 ($4,158,300) $97,691,900 -- 
Authorized FY 2011 85,893,600 227,500 2,679,500 13,049,700 3,340,600 105,190,900 1,122.2
Appropriated FY 2012 83,737,800 326,700 2,931,100 13,079,700 854,500 100,929,800 1,086.2

Contracts/Leases
Actual FY 2010 14,717,500 0 273,500 4,400,000 (33,500) 19,357,500 -- 
Authorized FY 2011 15,179,100 0 250,000 4,400,000 349,100 20,178,200 2.0
Appropriated FY 2012 15,178,800 0 250,000 4,400,000 0 19,828,800 2.0

Guardian ad Litem
Actual FY 2010 4,855,000 0 98,600 805,000 279,700 6,038,300 -- 
Authorized FY 2011 5,033,100 0 20,000 966,600 462,800 6,482,500 73.9
Appropriated FY 2012 5,031,500 0 75,000 813,800 0 5,920,300 69.9

Grand Jury
Actual FY 2010 800 0 0 0 0 800 -- 
Authorized FY 2011 800 0 0 0 0 800 0.0
Appropriated FY 2012 800 0 0 0 0 800 0.0

Juror/Witness/Interpreter Fees
Actual FY 2010 2,328,000 0 11,700 0 (208,400) 2,131,300 -- 
Authorized FY 2011 1,530,000 0 10,000 0 600,000 2,140,000 3.0
Appropriated FY 2012 1,536,400 0 10,000 0 600,000 2,146,400 3.0

TOTAL OPERATIONS BUDGET
Actual FY 2010 $105,759,300 $490,200 $4,040,500 $19,050,300 ($4,120,500) $125,219,800 --  
Authorized FY 2011 107,636,600 227,500 2,959,500 18,416,300 4,752,500 133,992,400 1,201.1
Appropriated FY 2012 105,485,300 326,700 3,266,100 18,293,500 1,454,500 128,826,100 1,161.1
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