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NATURAL RESOURCES 
Jill Flygare, Analyst 

AGENCY BUDGET OVERVIEW 

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND SERVICES 
(Headings include FY 2012 operating totals. Accomplishments 
occurred in FY 2010 unless otherwise specified.) 
 
Wildlife Resources - $71.4 million 
 Produced a record 1.3 million pounds of fish in state 

hatcheries to stock across Utah 
 Completed 200 watershed restoration projects, while 

working on an additional 100 projects for FY 2011 
 
Utah Geological Survey - $37.1 million 
 Approved 297 renewable energy rebates of $2,375,000 
 
Parks and Recreation - $28.2 million 
 Increased revenue 3.4 percent while reducing 

expenditures 2.3 percent 
 Received recognition for 20 of Utah’s state parks as 

top parks in the nation by Reserve America 
 
Forestry, Fire, and State Lands - $17 million 
 Completed hazardous fuel reduction on 4,000 acres of 

state and private lands 
 
Oil, Gas, and Mining - $12.3 million 
 Completed scanning of permit files for Oil and Gas 

(100 percent), Coal (100 percent), and Minerals (34 
percent) 

 
Water Rights - $8.6 million 
 Reduced pending water rights applications from 9,000 

to 6,000 over the past five years 
 Reduced application processing time to 65 days  
 
Water Resources - $5.6 million 
 Published Weber and Jordan River basin state water 

plans and state water plan report 
 

Agriculture and Food - $24.5 million 
 Instituted 63 rangeland improvement projects affecting 

approximately 310,000 acres  
 

SITLA - $9.8 million 
 Completed acquisition of Coral Canyon Development 
 
PLPCO - $1.7 million      
 Prepared and recorded 500 Class D roads 

NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCIES  
INCLUDE: 
 
 Natural Resources (DNR) 
 Agriculture and Food 
 Utah State Fair Corporation   
 School and Institutional Trust Lands  

Administration (SITLA) 
 Public Lands Policy Coordinating Office 

(PLPCO) 
 
Mission: Conserve, protect, and develop Utah’s natural 
resources and agriculture, and effectively manage school and 
institutional trust lands. 

Financing of Natural Resources Agencies 
 (Based on FY 2012 Operational Appropriations) 

Where Will My Taxes and Fees  
Go for Natural Resources? 

(Total FY 2012 Operational Funding is $230,194,000) 
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Budget Adjustments by Agency 
(See itemized table for full list of appropriations) 

General Fund and Other Funds  
in Natural Resources Agencies 

Department of Agriculture 
 Fund increases in the revolving loan fund program 

with $77,300 ongoing and supplemental restricted 
funds* 

 Continue conservation programs with $122,700 
ongoing other funds (Utah Rural Rehabilitation 
Loan Fund) 

 Maintain Rangeland Improvement projects with 
$187,000 one-time restricted funds 
 

Department of Natural Resources 
 Reduce backlog of Water Rights applications with 

$338,400 ongoing General Fund 
 Maintain the cost to produce fish and protect 

Utah’s hatcheries from disease with $750,000 
supplemental restricted funds 

 Increase access to land for hunters with $600,000 
ongoing restricted funds 

 Implement legislative audit finding and other 
efficiencies to reduce State Parks expenditures by 
($5,800,000) ongoing and $2,800,000 one-time 
General Fund 

 Support Antelope Island operations with $250,000 
one-time restricted funds 

 Assist Wildlife Resources in de-listing wolves from 
the Endangered Species Act with $100,000 one-
time General Fund 

 Support Mineral and Petroleum Literacy with 
$100,000 ongoing restricted funds 
 

School & Institutional Trust Lands 
 Support efficiencies in administration with a 

reduction of ($312,400) ongoing restricted funds 
 Support federal land exchange with $300,000 one-

time restricted funds 
 Continue business system re-write with $375,000 

one-time restricted funds 
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LEGISLATIVE INTENT STATEMENTS AND INTERNAL SERVICE FUNDS 

 
Legislative Intent Statements 
 
Senate Bill 2 
 
FY 2012, Item 
 
140  Wildlife Resources funds of $500,000 may be 

 used for big game depredation; half the funds 
 from General Fund Restricted - Wildlife 
 Resources and half from General Fund. 

 
 Wildlife Resources funds of $140,000 may be 
 spent on livestock damage; $90,000 General 
 Fund and $50,000 General Fund Restricted - 
 Wildlife Resources 
 
142 Parks and Recreation (DPR) funds of 

$250,000 from proceeds of hunts of bison, 
deer and Bighorn sheep on Antelope Island 
shall be used on Antelope Island.  
Conservation and regular hunts will be 
coordinated between DPR and Wildlife 
Resources (DWR). 
 
DPR shall report to the Natural Resources, 
Agriculture, and Environmental Quality 
Appropriations Subcommittee and Interim 
Committee on or before October 2011, 
providing a plan to transfer management of 
selected state parks to county or local 
governments. 
 

 DPR shall report to the Natural Resources, 
Agriculture, and Environmental Quality 
Appropriations Subcommittee and Interim 
Committee on or before October 2011, 
identifying select parks for privatization along 
with a plan for transition. 

 
 DPR shall report to the Natural Resources, 

Agriculture, and Environmental Quality 
Appropriations Subcommittee and Interim 
Committee on or before October 2011, 
detailing its progress on reducing its reliance 
on General Funds appropriations to            
$4 million by 2015. 

 
 DPR shall report to the Natural Resources, 

Agriculture, and Environmental Quality 
Appropriations Subcommittee and Interim 
Committee on or before October 2011, 
instituting park level accounting at all parks 
and reporting on profit and loss of each park. 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 DPR shall report to the Natural Resources, 

Agriculture, and Environmental Quality 
Appropriations Subcommittee and Interim 
Committee on or before October 2011, 
describing progress of creating a financial 
performance incentive program, replacing  
full-time staff with seasonal employees, and 
reducing law enforcement costs. 

 
 DPR shall report to the Natural Resources, 

Agriculture, and Environmental Quality 
Interim Committee on or before November 
2011, proposing efficiencies in law 
enforcement responsibilities. The department 
should seek input from County Sheriffs, 
Department of Public Safety, DNR and the 
State Legislature.  

 
 DPR shall report to the Natural Resources, 
 Agriculture, and Environmental Quality 
 Appropriations Subcommittee and Interim 
 Committee on or before October 2011, 
 examining the overlap of support staff at 
 various levels and identify whether positions 
 should be eliminated.  
 
 DPR funds of $4,000,000 one-time General 

Fund are to be used to keep state parks open 
in FY 2012. 

 
145 Natural Resources (DNR) shall report to the 

Natural Resources, Agriculture, and 
Environmental Quality Interim Committee 
on or before October 2011, providing 
information on water rights issues. 

 
 
House Bill 3 
 
FY 2011, Item 
 
91 DNR Administration funds, for Capital 

projects $88,000, Computer Equipment/
Software $15,000, Equipment/Supplies 
$12,000, Capital Equipment $110,000, are 
nonlapsing. 

 
92 Watershed funds of $700,000 are nonlapsing. 
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93 Forestry, Fire, and State Lands funds, for 
Utah Lake Special Master $375,000, Great 
Salt Lake Comprehensive Management Plan 
Revision $175,000, Bear River Migratory Bird 
Refuge Dispute $100,000, Little Willow Water 
Line $35,000, Navigational Hazards Removal 
$20,000, Lands Maintenance $50,000, Lease 
Tracking System $20,000, are nonlapsing. 

 
94 Oil, Gas, and Mining funds, for Mining 

Special Projects/Studies $250,000, Computer 
Equipment/Software $50,000, Employee 
Training/Incentives $50,000, Equipment/
Supplies $50,000, are nonlapsing. 
 

95 DWR funds, for landowner payments of 
$100,000, are nonlapsing. 

 
96 Wildlife Resources Capital funds, for Capital 

Equipment/Improvements of $800,000, are 
nonlapsing. 

 
97 DPR funds, for improvement and 

development on Antelope Island State Park 
$283,500, Computer Equipment/Software 
$82,000, Employee Training/Incentives 
$30,000, Special Projects/Studies $32,000, 
Brochures $25,000, Forms & Printing 
$32,000, Interns $6,000, are nonlapsing. 

 
98  Utah Geological Survey funds, for mineral 

 lease projects of $1,500,000, are nonlapsing. 
 
99 Water Resources funds, for Computer 

Equipment/Software $30,000, Equipment/
Supplies $20,000, Special Projects/Studies 
$100,000, Water Conservation Materials/
Education $25,000, Current Expenses 
$25,000, are nonlapsing. 

 
100 Water Rights funds, for Equipment/Supplies 

$75,000, Special Projects/Studies $275,000, 
are nonlapsing. 

 
102 Public Lands Policy Coordinating Office 

funds, for litigation expenses of $400,000, are 
nonlapsing. 

 
103 Agriculture funds, for Capital Equipment or 

Improvements $118,000, Computer 
Equipment/Software $93,000, Employee 
Training/Incentives $179,000, Equipment/
Supplies $95,500, Vehicles $20,000, Special 
Projects/Studies $1,213,000, are nonlapsing. 

 
 

104 Utah State Fair Corporation funds, for 
Building & Grounds Maintenance $10,000, 
Other Contractual & Professional Services 
$14,500, are nonlapsing. 

 
105  Predator Control funds, for Equipment/

 Supplies $50,000, Special Projects/Studies 
 $150,000, are nonlapsing. 

 
106 Resource Conservation funds, for Capital 

Equipment or Improvements $30,000, 
Computer Equipment/Software $25,000, 
Employee Training/Incentives $20,000, 
Equipment/Supplies $20,000, Vehicles 
$25,000, Special Projects/Studies $15,000, are  
nonlapsing. 

 
108 Rangeland Improvement funds of $1,346,000 

are nonlapsing. 
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DNR - Warehouse 
Revenue Estimate 
Capital Acquisition Limit 
FTE 

 
$614,000 

0 
2.0 

 
$629,100 

0 
2.0 

 
$638,400 

0 
2.0 

    

    

 
Actual  

FY 2010 

Estimated/
Authorized 

FY 2011 

 
Approved 
FY 2012 

Internal Service Fund (ISF) 
 
DNR includes one ISF that provides products and 
services to the department and other state agencies 
on a cost-reimbursement basis. It is set up to 
account for the cost of certain governmental 
services and to avoid duplication of effort among 
agencies, thus providing savings statewide. 

 
 
The following table shows the amount that is 
expected to be collected from users, the maximum 
dollar amount of capital assets that may be acquired, 
and the authorized number of full-time equivalents 
(FTEs). 
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Table 27 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
Operating Budget by Funding Source 
Three-Year Comparison 

Continued on next page 

Est.
General Federal Dedicated Mineral Restricted/ Other Total Posi-

Fund Funds Credits Lease Trust Funds Funds Funds tions

DNR - Administration
Actual FY 2010 $4,631,600 $0 $500,000 $0 $0 ($124,300) $5,007,300 -- 
Authorized FY 2011 4,501,700 0 500,000 0 0 906,300 5,908,000 20.0
Appropriated FY 2012 4,550,900 0 500,000 0 0 0 5,050,900 20.0

DNR - Endangered Species
Actual FY 2010 0 0 2,450,000 0 1,063,400 619,500 4,132,900 -- 
Authorized FY 2011 0 0 2,450,000 0 601,800 0 3,051,800 3.0
Appropriated FY 2012 0 0 2,450,000 0 600,100 0 3,050,100 3.0

DNR - Building Operations
Actual FY 2010 1,630,700 0 0 0 0 0 1,630,700 -- 
Authorized FY 2011 1,621,400 0 0 0 0 0 1,621,400 0.0
Appropriated FY 2012 1,691,600 0 0 0 0 0 1,691,600 0.0

DNR - Forestry, Fire, and State Lands
Actual FY 2010 446,200 7,042,600 4,465,800 0 6,484,200 2,832,500 21,271,300 -- 
Authorized FY 2011 1,961,900 4,286,300 5,498,100 0 5,163,000 2,942,400 19,851,700 128.2
Appropriated FY 2012 723,000 4,217,600 5,479,700 0 6,547,900 0 16,968,200 128.2

DNR - Oil, Gas, and Mining
Actual FY 2010 1,464,900 4,308,000 156,000 0 3,497,600 (646,300) 8,780,200 -- 
Authorized FY 2011 1,411,200 7,115,000 213,500 0 3,526,200 1,293,600 13,559,500 82.0
Appropriated FY 2012 1,400,900 7,100,900 206,500 0 3,614,600 0 12,322,900 82.0

DNR - Wildlife Resources
Actual FY 2010 6,002,600 19,384,300 3,079,800 0 31,796,500 4,717,300 64,980,500 -- 
Authorized FY 2011 5,932,200 21,884,000 2,023,600 0 32,438,900 8,596,700 70,875,400 518.8
Appropriated FY 2012 5,776,600 21,820,100 2,021,900 0 33,086,800 8,653,900 71,359,300 518.8

DNR - Parks and Recreation
Actual FY 2010 10,320,100 1,448,200 683,500 0 18,942,400 (1,290,600) 30,103,600 -- 
Authorized FY 2011 8,460,600 894,400 637,800 0 20,911,700 423,900 31,328,400 224.3
Appropriated FY 2012 6,706,900 1,212,400 635,500 0 19,688,900 1,300 28,245,000 199.3

DNR - Geological Survey
Actual FY 2010 2,637,000 3,317,700 902,400 2,743,300 1,782,100 (1,358,900) 10,023,600 -- 
Authorized FY 2011 2,543,600 18,940,800 1,054,500 2,801,600 682,100 199,600 26,222,200 94.0
Appropriated FY 2012 2,525,500 29,912,600 952,800 2,486,500 682,700 577,000 37,137,100 90.4

DNR - Water Resources
Actual FY 2010 2,628,200 0 150,000 0 2,943,400 (222,200) 5,499,400 -- 
Authorized FY 2011 2,534,300 114,000 150,000 0 2,968,600 (150,000) 5,616,900 49.0
Appropriated FY 2012 2,519,700 76,000 150,000 0 2,811,300 0 5,557,000 49.0
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Table 27 (Continued) 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
Operating Budget by Funding Source 
Three-Year Comparison 

Continued from previous page 

Est.
General Federal Dedicated Mineral Restricted/ Other Total Posi-

Fund Funds Credits Lease Trust Funds Funds Funds tions

DNR - Water Rights
Actual FY 2010 6,957,600 50,400 1,345,000 0 0 (8,000) 8,345,000 -- 
Authorized FY 2011 7,032,700 102,200 1,350,000 0 0 296,800 8,781,700 80.8
Appropriated FY 2012 7,040,600 99,800 1,466,800 0 0 0 8,607,200 77.0

Total Department of Natural Resources
Actual FY 2010 $36,718,900 $35,551,200 $13,732,500 $2,743,300 $66,509,600 $4,519,000 $159,774,500 --  
Authorized FY 2011 35,999,600 53,336,700 13,877,500 2,801,600 66,292,300 14,509,300 186,817,000 1,200.1
Appropriated FY 2012 32,935,700 64,439,400 13,863,200 2,486,500 67,032,300 9,232,200 189,989,300 1,167.7

Agriculture and Food
Actual FY 2010 $10,786,100 $5,757,600 $3,578,500 $0 $7,283,400 ($2,139,800) $25,265,800 -- 
Authorized FY 2011 10,767,800 5,595,900 3,403,400 0 3,406,900 4,183,500 27,357,500 202.6
Appropriated FY 2012 10,656,400 6,304,900 3,375,700 0 3,400,300 790,400 24,527,700 202.6

Utah State Fair Corporation
Actual FY 2010 738,500 0 3,285,000 0 0 (69,700) 3,953,800 -- 
Authorized FY 2011 675,000 0 3,301,100 0 0 (13,500) 3,962,600 0.0
Appropriated FY 2012 675,200 0 3,325,000 0 0 140,900 4,141,100 0.0

Total Department of Agriculture and Food
Actual FY 2010 $11,524,600 $5,757,600 $6,863,500 $0 $7,283,400 ($2,209,500) $29,219,600 --  
Authorized FY 2011 11,442,800 5,595,900 6,704,500 0 3,406,900 4,170,000 31,320,100 202.6
Appropriated FY 2012 11,331,600 6,304,900 6,700,700 0 3,400,300 931,300 28,668,800 202.6

Trust Lands Administration
Actual FY 2010 $0 $0 $0 $0 $9,703,600 ($1,119,200) $8,584,400 -- 
Authorized FY 2011 0 0 0 0 10,573,700 0 10,573,700 72.0
Appropriated FY 2012 0 0 0 0 9,841,000 0 9,841,000 71.0

Public Lands Policy Coordinating Office
Actual FY 2010 318,700 0 0 0 2,366,100 (1,097,200) 1,587,600 -- 
Authorized FY 2011 332,600 0 0 0 1,366,000 400,000 2,098,600 9.0
Appropriated FY 2012 328,900 0 0 0 1,366,000 0 1,694,900 9.0

TOTAL OPERATIONS BUDGET
Actual FY 2010 $48,562,200 $41,308,800 $20,596,000 $2,743,300 $85,862,700 $93,100 $199,166,100 --  
Authorized FY 2011 47,775,000 58,932,600 20,582,000 2,801,600 81,638,900 19,079,300 230,809,400 1,483.7
Appropriated FY 2012 44,596,200 70,744,300 20,563,900 2,486,500 81,639,600 10,163,500 230,194,000 1,450.3
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Table 28 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
Capital Budget by Funding Source 
Three-Year Comparison 

Est.
General Federal Dedicated Mineral Restricted/ Other Total Posi-

Fund Funds Credits Lease Trust Funds Funds Funds tions

DNR - Wildlife Resources
Actual FY 2010 $800,000 $1,128,200 $0 $0 $1,205,000 ($1,735,200) $1,398,000 --  
Authorized FY 2011 649,400 500,000 0 0 1,955,000 800,000 3,904,400 0.0
Appropriated FY 2012 649,400 500,000 0 0 1,205,000 0 2,354,400 0.0

DNR - Parks and Recreation
Actual FY 2010 122,700 1,005,600 315,300 0 1,115,000 1,196,300 3,754,900 --  
Authorized FY 2011 122,700 1,200,000 25,000 0 1,325,000 6,771,700 9,444,400 0.0
Appropriated FY 2012 122,700 1,200,000 25,000 0 1,325,000 350,000 3,022,700 0.0

Trust Lands Administration
Actual FY 2010 0 0 0 0 12,645,000 (357,700) 12,287,300 --  
Authorized FY 2011 0 0 0 0 12,200,000 0 12,200,000 0.0
Appropriated FY 2012 0 0 0 0 8,800,000 0 8,800,000 0.0

TOTAL CAPITAL BUDGET
Actual FY 2010 $922,700 $2,133,800 $315,300 $0 $14,965,000 ($896,600) $17,440,200 --  
Authorized FY 2011 772,100 1,700,000 25,000 0 15,480,000 7,571,700 25,548,800 0.0
Appropriated FY 2012 772,100 1,700,000 25,000 0 11,330,000 350,000 14,177,100 0.0

TOTAL OPERATIONS AND CAPITAL BUDGET
Actual FY 2010 $49,484,900 $43,442,600 $20,911,300 $2,743,300 $100,827,700 ($803,500) $216,606,300 -- 
Authorized FY 2011 48,547,100 60,632,600 20,607,000 2,801,600 97,118,900 26,651,000 256,358,200 1,483.7
Appropriated FY 2012 45,368,300 72,444,300 20,588,900 2,486,500 92,969,600 10,513,500 244,371,100 1,450.3
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