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American Community SurveyAmerican Community Survey

• The ACS is a key component in the Census 
Bureau’s 2010 Decennial Census Program

• The ACS is an annual survey developed to provide 
more timely “long form” data

– Will replace the long form in the 2010 Census

– Will provide a timely and accurate statistical picture of 
communities



American Community SurveyAmerican Community Survey

• Need for the American Community Survey

– Rapid demographic change

– Changes will continue 

– Frequent data needed to accommodate the growing and 
diversifying population



ACS  Updates ACS  Updates –– Group QuartersGroup Quarters

• January 2006 marked the beginning of the ACS group quarters (GQ)
data collection. 

– Data will be available for group quarters such as:
• College Dormitories
• Correctional Facilities
• Military Barracks
• Group Homes for Juveniles
• Nursing Facilities 

– Data will NOT be available for:
• Domestic violence shelters
• Soup kitchens
• Natural disaster shelters
• Transient locations



ACS  UpdatesACS  Updates

• 2004 American Community Survey Data available 
online. 

– Data available for
• Nation 
• States 
• 200 Congressional Districts 
• Most counties and places of 250,000 or more

– Data can be accessed through the American FactFinder 
web site: http://www.factfinder.census.gov



ACS  Updates ACS  Updates -- LanguageLanguage

• Language Assistance Program

– Monitoring language needs

– Translating additional materials – currently conducting 
cognitive testing of translations

– Planning for testing of a multilingual brochure/letter

– Multilingual census employees



– Health insurance
– Marital history
– Service connected disability

– Year built
– Number of rooms/bedrooms
– Complete kitchen/plumbing facilities
– Heating fuel
– Food stamps
– Value of this property
– Mortgage components
– Vehicles
– Place of birth

ACS  Updates ACS  Updates –– Content TestingContent Testing
• Revised Wording of Current Topics

– Citizenship
– Year of arrival
– School enrollment
– Educational Attainment
– Residence 1 year ago
– Disability
– Veterans status, period of service
– Labor force status
– Work status
– Industry and occupation

• New Topics



ACS  UpdatesACS  Updates
• 2005 data will be available the summer of 2006

– Estimates for geographies with greater than or equal to 65,000 will be 
available for the first time.



ACS  UpdatesACS  Updates

• 2005 ACS data release schedule – Four data 
releases in 2006

– Each release will emphasize a theme

1. Demographic and Social topics – Mid August
2. Economic topics – End of August
3. Housing topics – October
4. Selected Population Profiles for race, Hispanic Origin, 

and ancestry groups - November



ACS  UpdatesACS  Updates
Data for Gulf Coast AreaData for Gulf Coast Area

• Special product highlighting 2005 American 
Community Survey data for the Gulf Coast Area

– Report will be 
released in May 
2006

– Consulted with 
State Data 
Centers and local 
officials to define 
the geographic 
tabulation areas



ACS  UpdatesACS  Updates
Data for Gulf Coast AreaData for Gulf Coast Area

• Scope of the Devastation

– Reflects 
characteristics of 
areas in which 
Hurricanes Katrina 
and Rita had a 
major impact

– Two components: 
• First 8 months of 

2005
• Last 4 months of 

2005



American FactFinderAmerican FactFinder

“Your source for population, 
housing, economic, and 

geographic data.”



ACS on American FactFinderACS on American FactFinder
• 2004 American 

Community Survey Data 
on American FactFinder

• Access data from the 
DATA SETS

– Ranking Tables

• Over 80 subjects

• Available for states, 
counties, and places



American FactFinderAmerican FactFinder
What’s New?What’s New?

• Selectable topics for PEOPLE, HOUSING, BUSINESS AND 
GOVERNMENT

• Fact Sheet for a Race, Ethnic, or Ancestry Group

• Basic Counts/Population selected from the PEOPLE menu

• Economic Fact Sheet

• Search for an Industry

• Download Center



User FriendlyUser Friendly

• Updated regularly

• New sidebar provides an 
easier way to locate data

• Select a detailed topic 
page from the PEOPLE, 
HOUSING, and 
BUSINESS AND 
GOVERNMENT menus.



Fact Sheet for a Race, Ethnic, or Fact Sheet for a Race, Ethnic, or 
Ancestry groupAncestry group

• Find detailed 
demographic data

– Find a population 
group

– Select a population 
group from a list



Fact Sheet for a Race, Ethnic, or Fact Sheet for a Race, Ethnic, or 
Ancestry groupAncestry group

• Change the 
geographic area 
of interest

– State

– County

– City/Town

– Zip Code



Basic Counts / PopulationBasic Counts / Population

• Provides maps and 
tables for basic 
population counts 
such as:

– Total Persons

– Housing Units

– Population Density



Economic Fact SheetEconomic Fact Sheet

• Find data from the 
2002 Economic 
Census

– Data listed by 
NAICS sector

– Detailed information 
is available



Economic Fact Sheet for an IndustryEconomic Fact Sheet for an Industry

• Search for data 
from the 2002 
Economic 
Census by 
Industry



The Download CenterThe Download Center

• Provides quick access 
for large downloads 

– Select all tables in a 
selected Summary File 
for one geographic 
summary level

– Select up to 50 tables 
for a specified summary 
level



Questions?Questions?



Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget
Demographic and Economic Analysis

State Capitol Complex, Suite E210
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114

(801) 538-1036


