
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Utah Privatization Policy Board 
Wednesday, November 24, 2004 10:00 a.m. 

Room 3150 State Office Building 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

 
 
Attendees:      
Ramona Rudert, Ted Boyer, Bill Barton, Jim Kesler, Tanya Henrie, Commissioner Michael Cragun, 
Representative Brent Goodfellow, Senator Ron Allen, Douglas Richins  
 
Excused:  
Norm Tarbox, Senator Dan Eastman 
 
Absent: 
Liz Hawkins 
 
Visitors 
Senator Scott Jenkins, Mrs. Becky Jenkins, Irene Werthmann 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
The meeting was conducted by board chair, Ramona Rudert  
Mr. Barton made a motion to approve the August and September minutes. They were unanimously 
approved. 
 
Presentation by Senator Scott Jenkins 
Senator Jenkins discussed the legislation that he proposed last year – SB022 that would have 
modified the provisions related to municipalities, counties, and special districts to require a study 
before the municipality, county, or special district may expend monies on facilities or services.  His 
intent was that these entities conduct a study to evaluate the economic feasibility of such facilities or 
services and to evaluate the availability of private entities already provided the desired service or 
function.  Senator Jenkins stated that it was important to stop government from competing with 
private enterprise. He distributed a handout prepared by Gold’s Gym that displays a comparison of 
profits at different government owned and operated recreational facilities. There is only one 
profitable facility which is the Cottonwood facility. All of the other recreational facilities are loosing 
money.  SB022 stated that if a municipality was going to go into a new venture (something they had 
not done before) then they would have to do an economic impact study on that venture so at least 
they knew who it was going to effect and make sure that it was going to be profitable. The bill had 
legislative committee support but didn’t pass the entire senate due to lobbying from the League of 
Cities and Towns and the Association of Counties, according to Senator Jenkins. He stated that 
during legislative interim he decided that he would look at each recreational facility one at a time 
starting with the golf courses.  In the next session he will propose legislation allowing the golf 
courses to have an agricultural green belt exemption by changing the definition in statute to allow 
golf courses to be considered agricultural because they have more than five acres. He stated that 
“The only way to make the playing field level for private golf courses is to give them an exemption 
on their purchases and on their property tax. The health clubs really want an exemption on their 
purchases as well. The inconsistency comes from the fact that the municipally owned recreational 
centers don’t pay taxes. The problem is we don’t know where to draw the line.” 
 

 



 

There was a healthy discussion on this issue and other privatization issues by the board with Senator 
Jenkins.  Senator Jenkins had to leave the meeting but promised to continue this discussion at a 
future board meeting. 
 
Annual Report   
Mr. Barton, in behalf of the annual report subcommittee, presented a draft copy of the Annual 
Report. Some changes were suggested and will be incorporated into the report.  The final draft copy 
will be emailed to the board members, and then the board members may email their 
approval/disapproval to Sue Hoskins.  It was agreed that if the board member did not respond back 
an approval would be assumed.  Ramona Rudert will write the cover letter to accompany the report.  
 
Other Business 
 
Mr. Richins mentioned the there was a privatization decision made in West Valley City recently 
where the city after many years of contracting for ambulance service with a private firm has awarded 
the contract for ambulance service to the city fire department.  The private firm (Gold Cross) is 
appealing that decision. 
 
Ms. Rudert adjourned the meeting. 
 
December 2004 Meeting 
The next Privatization Policy Board Meeting will be held on December 22, 2004 at 10:00 a.m. 
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